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Club Details 

 
TARANAKI MUSTANG CLUB INC. 

C/- 10 Cross Street 
Lepperton 

New Plymouth 
 

BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER 
TSB Bank 15-3942-0022637-00 

(Please enter your name as a reference when paying by direct banking) 
 

BADGES 
Each member receives a name badge, however if you require a replacement 

badge the cost will be $9.00 each 

 

JACKETS, POLO SHIRTS, CAPS, DRESS SHIRTS, VEST 
These are available from Dianna Feaver 

Jackets $87.50 
Polo shirts $20 

New Style Polo Shirts $36 
Vest $ 65 
Caps $15 

Dress Shirts $45 

 
WINDOW SASHES 

New members receive them free.  If you require extras, sashes cost $10 
 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 



 

PRESIDENT’S 

REPORT 
 
 

 
Hi all! 
 
Wow!! The first quarter of the year is now coming to a close.  If you’re like me you’re sitting back 
going “where on earth did that go?!?”  It’s been a busy time with a lot of events going on around 
the country and I hope you have had the chance to get out and enjoy some of those.  Boyd and 
I attended one of our all time favourite events early February – Leadfoot Festival.  If you’re never 
been, I strongly recommend you put it on your bucket list.  It is well worth the trip; not only is 
the Coromandel stunning the event is like none other run here in NZ.   
 
Boyd and I are also just getting our feet back on the ground after being involved in the organising 
of the recent Naki Street Drags.  I decided to take the opportunity to see if it’s not too late in life 
to embark on my lifelong dream of becoming a drag racer and entered our 2005 Mustang …… 
well my dream nearly came to a screaming holt when I locked the keys in the boot after my first 
qualifying run.  Our car does not have a boot release inside the car and neither Boyd nor I were 
aware that the back seat does actually fold down.  I was very embarrassed when it took a Dodge 
owner to come to the rescue to show us this helpful feature.  So, after crawling into the boot 
from the backseat to rescue the keys, I did get to continue on.  It was a lot of fun, but I think its 
safe to say I will not be undertaking a career as a drag racer any time soon.   
 
Unfortunately, it’s also been a sad time for the Taranaki Mustang Club as we mourn the loss of 
one of our own, Norma Simpson.  Norma and Rae Simpson are founding life members of TMC 
and Norma will be sadly missed by many of us.  I’m sure you are all with me as I send out our 
deepest sympathies to Rae and his family and offer our support to them.  
 
Well there’s plenty coming up with the club in the coming months as we move into the cooler 
weather.  We will continue to get out and about and drive our cars. 
 
Save the date for the AGM which is scheduled for Saturday 15 June.  Details are yet to be 
confirmed. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all soon. 
 
 
Toni Fabish – Benton 

 
 



We are wondering if this 

was Vickie Dixon  

taking her mustang  

for a Swim ?????? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

At the suggestion of Errol Hughes AKA Bluey, the club went 10-

pin bowling in July. What a huge amount of fun that is, even if 

one is a hopeless bowler. With not many members able to make 

the date, we still had enough players to fill three lanes. 

 

Set up involves choosing the right-sized bowling shoes, and 

even more importantly, a ball that you can 1] lift repeatedly and 

2] not get your fingers stuck in as you (try to) let it go. That 

sort of scenario raises visions of accompanying one’s ball down 

the lane, not a dignified position to be in. As it happened, no 

one fell or slipped over, phew! 

 

The instigator of this fine outing, one Bluey, broke the machine 

that picks up the pins (apparently only old people still call them 

skittles) and he and his ‘team’ had to change lanes. Truthfully, 

he didn’t actually break it, but, for whatever reason, the 

machine had indeed ceased to function. 

 

Some of us had odd moments of brilliance (called a strike when 

you knock ‘em all down), some   made the rest look like rank 

amateurs and some of us were consistently hopeless, but none 

of that mattered. It’s a social occasion, a challenge only at a 

personal level, and great fun.  

 

Bowlarama has a good set-up and make everyone feel very 

welcome. They also have a meeting room, which we took 

advantage of. 

 

Scores were checked and winners announced, with Greg Huston 

getting the highest score – and the new club trophy – though 

he had apparently all-but fallen asleep in the meeting by the 

time this was announced. Second was Wayne Scown, with Keith 

Robinson third. 

 



Some excitement was generated at the meeting with the 

appointment of two sheriffs, Errol Hughes and Marcel Burgers. 

We will all have to be on our best behaviour from now on. 

 

 

After the meeting we retired to the Mayfair for dinner, bowling 

post-mortems and general socialising. Despite having to wait 

rather too long for our meals to turn up, we all enjoyed the 

evening and are keen to have a repeat in a few months’ time. 

No doubt there are some keen to take Greg’s trophy off him too. 

 

Charmaine Scott 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 
First a massive thank you to all who participated. It was a huge success and we believe one 
of the best we have organised over the 13 or so years we have be doing it. However I have 
to admit I could have done better if I had known which field we were to use before the day 
as there was room to have the cars and probably the trucks starting from there as well. 
However once the course is set it can't be changed. If it comes back to Boys High in the 
future I have learnt my lesson.  
 

I won't go on too much instead 
I will let a few photos tell the 
story but I would like to put a 
little down first. We arrived at 
0900 at Tupare where we 
briefed the drivers, we then 
followed the official course to 
Boys High where Mike, Vicky 
and the family had set up 
Lightning McQueen. What 
most of you didn't know was 
that on the way there in the 
morning a wheel had detached 
from Lightning's trailer, I think 
on or about Big Jim's hill, and 
they spent a frantic hour or so 

reattaching it, wheel bearings and all. I believe Mike has had to replace the whole stub axle 
since.  
 
We thank you so very much Mike and Vicky. Once at the venue the car rides were a bit slow 
because of the separation and down on the field the motorcycle and trike rides were a big 
hit. Mike, Jacky, thanks so much for taking on the organizing of the trikes for us we so much 
appreciated you taking on the role to free us up. At this point we have to mention the Red 
Knights IV, thank you, thank you thank you. That's all I've got I truly can't thank or praise 
your efforts enough. Rik just went round and round the paddock all morning, I would love 
to know how many K's you clocked up on the bike, you were awesome and the kids loved 
it. Jason, what can I say what a mammoth effort. Jason drove the vintage 1942 Ford V8 Fire 
Engine up from Patea, the farthermost it had been driven prior since its restoration was to 
Hawera. He then drove it around and around the field with the children sounding the siren 
and sitting on the back laughing and having a huge amount of fun. It was an uncomfortable 
day for Jason and his team because the heat inside the cab was so intense they were bathed 
in sweat by the time they made Hawera on the way up and that was before 0800. I know 
they had at least one rest stop on the way back to Patea. Again Red Knights IV thank you.  
 

by Peter Gulliver 



The Taranaki Mustang Club have always been huge supporters and again this year were 
very visible, thank you all also, Vicki and I and the children of Camp Quality very much 
appreciate your turnout for this great cause. Military Vehicles Club, what an amazing 
showing from you all, thank you for making so many wonderful memories for the children 
and great to catch up with Andrew Adlam. Please pass this email on to your members who 
attended. Dougy Paynter, I have to make a special mention of you and your team of trucks 
and drivers. Thanks so much for using up your road user mileage for such a great cause you 
guys were an absolute hit again. Doug please pass our thanks on. "B" shift from Ballance 
Kapuni, thank you for helping out on the day and thanks for getting behind this event. The 
Breakfast For Petrolheads group, thank you for your wonderful support please take this as a 
personal thank you from Vicki and I, you folk ROCK!!!  
 

 
 
As the camp theme was heros and villains a special thanks go to Batman and Bat girl thanks 
for going to so much trouble for the children they loved it, I had one car load of kids make 
me chase you around the streets until we found you yelling to everyone we passed on the 
side of the road that they were hunting down Batman and going for a ride in his car. You 
certainly helped make their day. If we have missed anyone out it is unintentional and we 
thank each and every one of you who helped make the day so successful from the bottom of 
our humbled hearts. By the way the lunch and fun the children have during it was again 
amazing - we trust all those who came along enjoyed it. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pukeiti 

18
th

 November 2018 
 

 
After a bit of rain in the morning (and thinking 
it was going to be a shitty day) it came out not 
to bad for our meeting & lunch at beautiful 
Pukeiti.  We hadn’t been there for many years 
so was pleasantly surprised. 
 
27 Mustangs Plus Diana’s Blue Jappa 53 
members made the convoy from TSB Stadium 
(Quite a windey narrow road I might add) Had 
a finger food lunch then on with the meeting, 
some catching up with members we hadn’t 
seen for a while.   
 
Good to see Dennis and Eva make the trip. 
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What a beautiful day! 

 

At 12.15 we all met up at the 

Inglewood Railway car park. After a 

briefing by Toni & Charmaine we 
headed off with our run sheets in hand 

(all four pages of it!). This was going 

to be more involved than first thought! 

 

One quickly found out that by the time 
we hit Stoney Oaks (with a husband 

keen to NOT muck around) that one 

had to be at least a few questions 

ahead of one’s self or one missed 
those crucial clues very easily! We finally got ourselves into the groove 

& settled into the challenge at hand along the Inglewood back country 

roads & beyond to arrive at our final destination, Urenui Beach. 

 

After some sharing of individual 
experiences we finished with our 

meeting, where we excitedly marked 

off our run sheets to see who might be 

the lucky winners of the challenge. 

 
It turns out that the couple who had 

their wits about them a little more than 

the rest of us were our prospective 

club members Lisa & Brett � Well 

done guys! 

 

Thanks to Charmaine & Keith... A great 
afternoon had by all. 
 

Diana & Graham Richards 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

There has been talk amongst Ford enthusiasts for years now: when will 
Ford come out with an electric version of the Mustang? Well, 
production of an electric Mustang is just about official. Electric 
Mustangs are now a thing in the UK. No, not from Ford directly. Startup 
company Charge Cars has partnered with electric vehicle-experienced 
Arrival to create electric Fastback and Convertible 1960s Mustangs. 

Arrival, already known for its UPS and Royal Mail-utilized electric 
trucks, brought its engineering expertise to the project. The team was 
staffed with engineers whose backgrounds included time spent working 
for McLaren and Jaguar Land Rover. 

Charge has announced that the “electro-resto-mods” are powered by a 
64 kWh battery pack, and a 300 kW electric motor. A 50 kW charge 
rate is supported by a DC fast-charging system. The result is up to 750 
Nm of wheel torque, and 1,200 Nm of motor torque (885 lb-ft!), making 
the combination good for a 0 to 100 km/h (that’s 62 mph) acceleration 
in 3.09 seconds. 

But don’t get too ahead of yourself, because you’re not going to get 
very far on a single charge. With an expected range of just 200 km (125 
miles), this Mustang might not be the best choice for spirited cruisers. 

Using officially licensed Fastback and Convertible shells, the 
company’s plan to release the first of the 499 Mustangs for sale in 
September of 2019. Pricing is expected to start at £200,000 ($259,200 
USD), and you can reserve your own for only £5,000! 

The Charge electric Mustangs will feature the classic rear-wheel drive 
mode, as well as optional all-wheel drive mode 
 
 
 
 
 
 



26
th

 Jan Club Run 

 

9pm sharp start at inglewood. First fine (in 
the form of having to write this trip report) 
was handed out within seconds for an 
alleged blip of the throttle waking up all of 
inglewood. Heading to wanganui. Picked up 
a couple of cars in stratford and half a 
dozen in hawera. Total 15 mustangs. 
Majority moderns. Shout out to charmaine 
and keith and diane and brent for bringing 
the classics. Nice quick trip got us to boyds 
car mueum ahead of time. A well setup 
collection of all sorts of cars, toys and 
transport related goodies. Followed by a 
walk up the hill to the neighbour who had a 
1921 model T organ truck and a running 
1906 reo and a near perfect 1/4 scale 
model of it! Next stop carolines boatshed 
for lunch. Several fines later, one for eating 
someone else's lunch! We headed of to the 
berry farm where nearly all indulged in real 
fruit icecream before heading back to the 
Naki. Thanks to Keith and Charmaine for organising another great enjoyable and 
relaxed run in our ponies. 

Marcel Burgers 



 

 

 

This weekend at Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale, Ford Motor Company auctioned off 
VIN 001 of the 2020 Ford Shelby GT500 with the final bid coming in at an 
incredible 1.1 million dollars! Barrett-Jackson CEO Craig Jackson was the winning 
bidder with all of the proceeds going to help the Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation (JDRF). 

“The chance to become the owner 
of the first 2020 Ford Shelby 
GT500 car is an opportunity of a 
lifetime,” said Joe Hinrichs, Ford 
president, global operations. 
“More importantly, being involved 
in helping to raise much-needed 
funds and awareness for JDRF is 
a big win for everyone.” 

Arriving this fall, the 2020 Mustang 
Shelby GT500 will be the most powerful street-legal Ford ever, with a supercharged 
5.2-liter V8 engine making more than 700 horsepower. 

The event kicked off to an exciting start with the initial bidding starting at only 
$100,000 and quickly escalated to supercar-worthy numbers. 

In less than a minute the bidding skyrocketed to above $500,000, and this was when 
the auction started getting fun. It was very heartwarming to watch as the children 
representing the JDRF Charity cheered and held up signs in support as the price 
increased. Craig Jackson was even positioned in the front row for the auction, and 
when the gavel was dropped, the 2020 Shelby GT500 was auctioned for the historic 
price tag. 

Ford confirmed in a statement that 
the proceeds from this car would 
add to the more than 3.5 million 
dollars the company contributes to 
JDRF annually, for a total of $70 
million donated during its long-
time partnership. 

So now that the first Shelby GT500 
is sold, we are all anxiously 
awaiting the next announcement 
by Ford including official 
performance numbers and pricing 
later this year. 



1976 Mustang II 

 
One of the many goal's of the Mustang Owner's Museum is to find and present 

unique vehicles that are part of the Mustang heritage and share their story. 

A perfect example of this is the Western Mustang. 

It is a 1976 Mustang II, built as part of very unique marketing plan. The marketing 

plan actually consists of two parts. 

The first part is the Western Mustang II as shown above and the second part was the 

Western Truck made to match the Western Mustang interior and accent pieces. 

Both vehicles were built at Ford's Performance Center and while the concept was 

well received in marketing tests, Ford decided against putting this program in place. 

The concept was that the truck and Mustang II were sold together as a package, with 

the goal of selling 50 "sets". 

The original Western Truck has long since been crushed, but one of the builders' 

saved the Western Mustang from a similar fate, keeping the one of a kind Mustang in 

perfect condition. In fact, he is hoping to have a replica of the Western Truck done in 

time for the 55 Years of Mustang event. 

The 1976 Western Mustang II will be on display in the Mustang Owner's Museum for 

the Grand Opening next April. 



 
 

 
 

Firefighters in southern California are risking life and limb to combat the 

wildfires that are sweeping through the state. Though the matters at hand 

are grim, one fascinating image was posted by a local news station ABC7 of 

a crew who encountered a rare 1966 Ford Mustang Shelby GT350 in Malibu, 

removing it from the burning home. 

 

The firefighters pulled the vintage Mustang from the garage and pushed it 

near the side of a cliff, far enough from the brush and burning home to 

keep the car safe.  

Another photo shows the car nested safely away from the flames as they 

spread rapidly towards the garage. 

Just under 1,400 Shelby GT350 Fastbacks were produced in 1966, making 

the car as rare as it is valuable. Similar examples are fetching well into the 

six figures; one for sale in Northern California has a hefty asking price of 

$265,000. 
 
 



Mach 1 Halved 
A classic Ford Mustang Mach 1 was recently involved in a high-speed crash in South 

Africa which saw it almost slicing into two after hitting a tree side-on. 

Originally produced from 1969 to 1978 and then reincarnated in 2003 and 2004, the 

original Ford Mustang Mach 1 was only ever available with a ‘Sportsroof’ body style, 

also known as a fastback. This particular Ford Mustang Mach 1 was of the first-

generation which was available with no less than seven different variants of V8 

engines. 

The base-model came fitted with a 5.8-

liter V8 engine delivering 250hp and 

355lb-ft of torque, while the top of the 

range 7.0-liter V8 engine delivered 

335hp and 440lb-ft of torque at 

3,400rpm.  

It was recently revealed that the next-

generation Ford Mustang due out in 2015 would drop the Shelby name while gaining 

the infamous SVT Cobra nameplate. However, reports later emerged that the Shelby 

name will be retained, except that it’ll only be offered as a Shelby GT350 model. 

Additionally, the legendary Mach 

1 moniker is set to make another 

appearance on the 2015 Ford 

Mustang. 

The last time the Mach 1 name 

was used for an official Ford 

Mustang was back in 2003-2004 

where the car featured an 

uprated 4.6-liter V8 engine 

developing 305hp. Additionally, 

the 2003 Ford Mustang Mach 1 

included front Brembo brakes 

measuring 13-inch and Tokico shocks and stiffer springs. These new reports suggest 

that the Mach 1 name could in fact be used in a new Ford Mustang variant as soon as 

2017. 
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Another sunny south Taranaki day, that has the farmers worried but the car 
nuts enthusiastically getting out in their cars. Today’s Taranaki Mustang Club 
run to Lawrence Mahoney’s ‘Roadrunner’ shed, saw 22 cars gathered in 
Normanby to take the short trip south to Hawera.  

 
 

They say that first impressions are 
everything, so with the ‘Bills’ mailbox 
sitting atop a 5m pole at the entrance, I 
think that said it all. Oh, and the 100kmh 
speed signpost for parking added to the 
atmosphere.  
 
Lawrence’s collection is not just about a 
one brand vehicle manufacture, or in fact 
all about engines, as he has a number of 
other collectable items, not least the hotel 
doors to old Dominion pub. 
 
The tribute kit car had Bev Goble asking 
how you could get into a car that has such 
wide sills. I saw a few attempts being made 
but I’m not sure if Bev actually achieved 
the task, others did however, me included. 
 



 

The drag Chev Belair was imported by Lawrence and 
made road legal for NZ, but still has the rear ‘tubs’ 
installed in case he changes his mind and wants to fit 
big drag tyres. 
 
 
There were a couple of beautiful trucks on display but 
my favourite was the Bonneville convertible, just 
what one needs for a day like we had that day. 
 
 
It is always interesting to look into someone’s shed 
and see what has been collected, and Lawrence‘s shed did not disappoint.    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Unique Paint 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 

DAY 1 - Opunake 

Near on 700 cars cruised down to Opunake and parked up at the 
beach.  The beach/camp site was packed solid with the overflow of cars 
parked on the adjoining streets in the township.  Opunake turned on the 
weather with an absolutely stunning day. The cruise back to NPL took 
on the scenic Back Beach route with a few visitors and locals stopping at 
Butlers to escape the heat! 

Something new this year to finish off day 1 was a Welcome Function in 
the TSB Stadium carpark from 3-6pm.  There was live entertainment 
under a tiny marquee (poor guys looked fried!) and everyone got a ticket 
for a free sausage sizzle and a drink at the bar.  Entrants dragged out their 
deck chairs and chilly bins and scrambled for the shade of the trees. It 
was really well supported (to the organisers surprise) and a great way to 
kick-back and see people and cars you may not have seen on the days 
cruise.  Great addition to the event. 

 



DAY 2 – Waitara/Inglewood 

While the Rest Home run was underway, a small contingent of Mustang 
Club (Mike, Toni & Boyd) and Scenic City club members joined our 
brother and sister-in-law (in their 57 Ford Fairlane) to visit the kids at 
Mangorei Primary School (on a promise from Colleen who is a teacher-
aid there).  We parked up on the tennis court while the kids listened to 
each of us speak about our cars. Obligatory ‘revs’ of each car provided 
squeals and smiles (from the kids too). An awesome way to start the day, 

We chose to bypass the Waitara park up and joined in on the cruise 
through the back of Tarata to Inglewood.  As always, Inglewood turned 
on the atmosphere with another outstanding afternoon for Americarna 
entrants and locals.  Always one of our highlights for the week. 

 

 
 

DAY 3 – Stratford/Hawera/Mangorei Rd-CBD cruise 

We’d not long parked up in Stratford when the heavens decided to open 
up.  Despite that, it was a good turn-out. Back on the road with a slow 
and soggy departure to Hawera. 

We expected the weather here to be the same but much to our surprise, 
it held out long enough for the drags to get underway.  The format for 
the Drags was changed from previous years (Go-Stop) to a normal best 
time over distance – much better from a spectator perspective.  Congrats 
to Shaun Van Beers gaining 4th fastest in his ’07 427H Mustang with a 
0:04.1, and Mark Nielson doing a 0:04.7 in his ‘10 Shelby.  



We bailed early and headed for home then re-joined for the Mangorei 
Road cruise at 6pm.  Unfortunately the weather had well and truly set in 
so sadly, the usual street partiers were well down on previous years.  The 
route into and around the CBD was again lacking in crowd numbers, but 
we still had a great time doing plenty of laps and stopping for passengers. 

 

 
 

DAY 4 – City Centre car display 

The weather passed through overnight leaving us with another stunning 
Saturday.  The crowds came out in their masses from the moment we 
arrived until rolling out at 4.00pm.  From our perspective it was probably 
the best attendance we’ve seen for a Saturday. 

 
Once again, Ange pulled out a number of great outfits and I must admit 
I may have folded on one occasion.  Overall, another successful event. 
We had a great time as always, spending the days with like-minded car-
nuts, meeting new people and extending our hot-rodding family.  Roll 
on Americarna 2020. 

Mike Busby & Ange Hinz 

 



 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

It is with much sadness that we report the passing of Life & It is with much sadness that we report the passing of Life & It is with much sadness that we report the passing of Life & It is with much sadness that we report the passing of Life & 
Founding Member, Norma Simpson.Founding Member, Norma Simpson.Founding Member, Norma Simpson.Founding Member, Norma Simpson.        Much loved Much loved Much loved Much loved 

wife of Rae Simpson.wife of Rae Simpson.wife of Rae Simpson.wife of Rae Simpson.    
Our love and sympathies go out to Our love and sympathies go out to Our love and sympathies go out to Our love and sympathies go out to Rae and his family at Rae and his family at Rae and his family at Rae and his family at 

this very sad time.this very sad time.this very sad time.this very sad time.    
 



 


