
1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY/JUNE 2013 

                    

W.M.O.C 



2  

 

 

 

 

 

President:        Stuart Smith      Ph: 07 827 4261 

Vice President:    Colin Reed   Ph: 07 888 6555 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Bob Hastie   Ph: 07 828 7867 

Editor/Website Co-:  Jodene O’Reilly  Ph: 07 888 4110 

 

Committee members are as above and the following; 

John Overend           Ph: 07 889 1651 

Colin Bates      Ph: 07 824 2030 

Margaret Mold     Ph: 07 862 7543 

Kevin Mold      Ph: 07 862 7543 

Nick Hall      Ph: 07 829 7071 

Bryce Edmond’s     Ph: 07 884 9199 

Malcolm Sankey     Ph: 07 888 6045 

Jim & Irena Leadbeater   Ph: 07 888 7527 

 

Run Coordinators:   John Overend  

       Bob Hastie  

       Bryce Edmond’s 

 

Sheriff:     Colin Bate’s 

Deputy Sheriff:   Colin Reed 

 

 

CLUB OFFICE BEARERS 
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WAIKATO MUSTANG OWNERS CLUB 

PO BOX 492 

WAIKATO MAIL CENTRE 

HAMILTON              

www.nzmustang.com/clubs/waikato.htm 

 

BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER:   

06 - 0329 - 0727600 - 00 

(Please enter your name as a reference when paying by direct banking) 

 

MEETINGS:  

Held every second Wednesday night of each month (excluding January)                     

at 7.30pm at the ‘Top Pub’  Main Road, Morrinsville. 

 

BADGES:  

Order these from the Club Secretary.  Badges are $6.00 each. 

 

JACKETS:  

Order these from Malcolm Sankey. Jackets are $130.00 each. After you have given 

the order to Malcolm, please deposit the money into the club bank account (details 

above), using your name as a reference. 

 

WINDOW SASHES:  

New members receive them free with new member packs. If you require extras, 

sashes cost $15.00. Order these from the Club Secretary. 

 

WINDOW STICKERS:  

New members receive them free with new member packs. If you require extras, 

stickers cost $5.00. Order these from the Club Secretary. 

Club Details 
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From the President 

Well I don’t know what to make of this weather we’ve been having lately.  I myself am 

getting sick of the rain already.  Seems to have gone from one extreme to the other.   

 

We have had one new member join up this month, so welcome to the club, Mike and Lara 

Pearce who own a Silver 65 Fastback. 

 

Bob the moneyman has kindly asked me to remind everyone that their annual subs are due 

in now.  Last day for payment is the 31st July and you need to be paid up before the AGM 

to be eligible for lunch and to be able to vote.  The AGM has been set for the Sunday,    

August 25th at the RSA in Matamata.  We are going to incorporate a trial convention run 

on that day, it is very important that we try and get everyone to participate regardless of 

the weather. 

 

As always our dedicated team continue to organise our two major events this year.  The 

Henry Ford Day and the Waikato Mustang Convention.  Again sorry to rub it in but we do 

need to all attend.  The Convention is only hosted once every six years so it is not much to 

ask for you to put your lives on hold for that one weekend.  Convention details are on  

pages, six, seven and eight and Henry Ford Day on page 26 

 

We are also trying to encourage numbers to come along to the monthly meeting.  The  

venue at the Top Pub is a great place to catch up, have a drink and a meal and socialize  

before and after the meeting.  Other ideas are to have more regular quiz nights or possibly 

a guest speaker. 

 

We have had a couple of excellent runs recently, Mothers day to Turua, under the blue 

skies and sunshine with a good turnout and Auckland's fish & chip run to Kaiaua in    

pouring rain, good to see a few diehards out there. 

 

I hope everyone is fairing well with these weather conditions and I will catch up with you 

all soon. 

 

 

Cheers Stu 

How’s everyone doing?       
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From the Editor 
Hi Everyone  

 

Well what a busy couple of months it has been, everything has been moving so quickly, despite the 

weather going pear shape and it venturing into winter now, I’m well and truly impressed with the   

effort members who have been attending the recent club runs and events recently.  I have heard great 

reviews and have had some great stories and photos come in.  I have had some real funny jokes and 

pictures come in as well, so please keep them coming. 

 

I went to the Warbirds in Ardmore and that was a fantastic experience and I have heard that everyone 

had a fantastic time at Kaiaua on the Fish & Chip Run. 

 

Congratulations to Bob on his new job, maybe that’s a shout at the next meeting, so two jobs now aye 

Bob, lol.  I myself have been very busy brokering my own deals, with buying a house and that is why 

I have missed a few meetings and runs, but this has finally paid off and fingers crossed in the next 

few weeks I might be celebrating as well. 

 

This is definitely our busiest year, with our Waikato Mustang Club Convention coming up in         

October, which our committee are working round the clock on, also the Henry Ford Day is coming up 

shortly in July which we are preparing for this now. If anyone would like to help out in any way 

please don’t hesitate to call Bob as he has an awesome task list.  The Henry ford day is always a very 

busy day but a great opportunity and cause to raise money for the Westpac Helicopter, so please keep 

this in mind.  Also as always still trying to maintain our club runs, café runs and a good club        

turnout!!!!! 

 

There is so much going on behind the scenes sometimes that I think a lot of people don’t realise that 

this makes the cogs turn around in this club, and sometimes it just takes the most simplest thing that 

can help, so please don’t be afraid, if we don’t have your help or ideas, it is just left to the same    

people. 

 

It is  not only a lot of hard work to get these events together but it is also a lot of fun not only to get 

all our members together but to be able to catch up with the other clubs as well, so it’s always a great 

bonus in this way as well.   

 

Keep up the good work everyone and looking forward to seeing everyone very soon. 

 

Your Editor JO :) 
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The Waikato Mustang Convention is coming along very nicely and our committee is doing 

a fantastic job of organising this.  If everyone is not aware, the date is set for Labour   

Weekend 25th-28th October 2013, at the Kingsgate Hotel, the address is 100 Garnett       

Avenue, Te Rapa, Hamilton, Phone: 07 849 0860, Email:       

kingate.hamilton@millenniumhotels.co.nz.. We are suggesting to get in quick as rooms are    

going quickly and to book in the 300 section, booking number is (67147), to get the        

discounted rates.  Rooms are $119 including breakfast. 

 

We are still looking for people to fill our task list as you can see on pages seven and eight, 

not much have been filled since last time.   

 

Bob has been doing a fantastic job of organising and budgeting everything, Margaret Mold 

has been very busy and doing a great job with the Sponsorship and is still looking for   

sponsorship if people have Sponsors they would like to put forward to her.  Bryce and Jim 

have finalized the run for our Sunday Cruise for the cars and we are all going to go for a 

trial run prior to our AGM as a club run.  Sophie McKenzie is currently working on the 

Push and Grunt and I hear that is going to be a real tester, might get everyone working?  

Colin Reed has organised the lunches for the Sunday Run, so we are well underway. 

 

Mary, Irena, Stu and Bob have gone to Kingsgate and finalised the menus and finger foods.   

 

The classes' have been finalised by Mike and Tony for the car’s, so we are currently         

organising the registrations which will soon be out. 

 

I would like to thank everyone for all their effort so far on helping with this, as this is a very 

big job and there is still a long way to go, and it is appreciated all the input and help that we 

are receiving with this.   

 

We are still looking for people to help and would appreciate peoples assistance, in any areas 

on the task list, please give Bob a ring or send him an email. 

Horsepower 2013  

PREPERATON 
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 Horsepower 2013 Tasks and Team Leaders 
Task Leaders Team 

Co -Convenors John Overend Ronnie Phillips 

All of below, Master Time Line/ Itinerary, Guest Speaker Colin Bates   

Sponsorship Margaret Mold Mike Mahoney 

Gold, Silver, Bronze, Individual sponsor, Club Member 

sponsoring   Glen Rogers 

Apply for Grants, vouchers for convention packs   Malcolm Sankey 

Consider hosts for every event each day.   Craig Leith 

Registrations John Overend Jo O'Reilly 

Entries, Merchandise, Accommodation, name tags   Nick Hall 

Banking , Convention account, convention booklet   Bob Hastie 

    Mary 

    Irena 

    Margaret 

Kingsgate Stu Smith   

Liaise with Hotel, negotiate rate, parking and      

Parking security, Wash Points, grouping accommodation     

Convention Packs Irena Leadbeater Stu Smith 

Sponsors items, Logo item.   Bryce Edmonds 

Merchandise delivery   Jo 

    Katherine 

    Christine 

    Nicky 

    Jan 

Convention Merchandise Jo O'Reilly Malcolm 

Shirts, logo item for convention Pack     

Waikato Theme Fancy Dress ( A day at the races ) Christine Clare Bayly 

Sunday Night fancy dress, club members through out   

convention   Sarah Smith 

Venue Management John Overend   

Access to Arena Colin Bates   

Judged Cars, Show Cars, Club Cars, tradestands     

Parking Jim Leadbeater Stu Brown 

Pre staging, grouping, public exclusion, ropes etc   Stoney 

Under car floor protection, Claudelands rules.   Frazer  McKenzie 

    John Teem 

    Don Rankine 

    Nick Hall 

    Stu Smith 
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Presidents Meeting Stu Smith   

Public Attractions Bryce   

Display Mustangs, drag cars, members cars, Fairview 

Car display     

Advertising Colin Bates Bob Hastie 

Press, Radio, Web site , TV, Emails to Clubs/web site     

Banners, Convention Logo/Background     

Photography Clare Bayly Jono Zero Limits  

Individual Photos     

PowerPoint Presentation for Prize Giving     

Trophy's Colin Reed   

Trophy No's, Certificates, Calligraphy, Locate Top 

Gun, Push & Grunt     

Judging Tony Palmer Loraine 

All classes , Top Gun, Best Individual, Club and Peo- Mike Mahoney Amanda 

    10 x Club Judges 

Signage Nick Hall   

Advertising Etc     

Public Entry Sat Show Mary Overend Wayne 

Entry Fees, Pass Outs Megan Hill Merrilyn 

    Diane 

Saturday Night Meal/BBQ Colin Bates Wayne Bates 

Meat/Buns etc   Bob 

    Mary 

    John 

Sunday Cruise Jim Leadbeater Craig Leith 

Cruise route, Lunches ( School Fundraiser), Point     Bryce Edmonds Sophie McKenzie 

Sunday Night Prize Giving Dinner Co-ordinator Clare Bayly Deidre Hastie 

Set up, Decorations, Layout, Liaise with caterer,    Katherine Edmonds 

band, clean-up   Sarah 

    Christine 

Raffles Lee Mahoney   

Major Raffle, needs to be donated     

Farewell Breakfast - Co -Ordinator     

Liaise with Caterer, clean up     

After Convention Debrief/ wind down/ take stock. John Overend   

Co-Ordinate clubs assets Claudelands/ Kingsgate Colin Bates   
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Foxton Wedding 
The weekend after the beachhop, (Easter weekend), Sarah and I attended, Thomas, our Nephew’s, Sarah’s side of the Family’s 

wedding in Foxton where his new wife to be lives.  A month before Thomas visited us so he could choose one of my cars for a 

wedding car.  Strangely enough he choose the 71 Mustang, he wanted some good old American muscle and he liked that shape 

the best. 

 

So after getting the car cleaned and polished we set off on Good Friday, the weather was perfect and I had to make sure I kept 

within the speeding tolerants after all we had all afternoon to get there.  I reckon some farmer must have left their road gates 

open because we passed fourteen “pigs” on the road, my luck finally ran out and the last “pig” pulled me over as we came into 

Foxton, almost outside our Motel.  It was just a breath test and I was on my way, fortunately I only had one and a half beers, we 

then stopped for tea in Bulls, Sarah drunk the rest. 

 

After checking in we drove out to Foxton beach where we met up with the rest of Sarah’s family, some of which were staying at 

the batch there, with Sarah being from a large family, her mother, seven brothers and sisters and their husbands and wives and 

about twenty five odd nephews and nieces all crammed into this batch.  I always enjoy catching up with the in-laws' and like 

Sarah they all enjoy their wine as well, fortunately one brother in-law stayed sober enough to be the taxi driver and he also drove 

the Mustang back to the Motel when the evening finished, much to his delight. 

 

Next morning I gave the Mustang a good final detailing before getting ready myself.  I then left Sarah to get ready, her sister was 

picking her up.  I had to go into Palmerston North to pick up the boys.  The girls were already going to be at the venue.  I was 

only needed to chauffeur the boys, I guess it’s a guy thing.  I got to the house at Palmy and the boys were ready and were having 

a drink to calm their nerves so of course I had to join them.  On the way back to Foxton, Thomas directed me back on some back 

road where there was some long flat straights.  He wanted to see what the Mustang was capable of and he assured me that there 

was no cops on these roads.  I won't say any more but, Thomas was early to his wedding.  The wedding was at the brides parents 

house and when we arrived there the bar was already open.  The Mustang was parked in the driveway on display and we all   

enjoyed a traditional garden wedding in the scorching hot sunshine.  After the ceremony I took the happy couple to an old     

disused factory - warehouse for the photos and then to the beach for more photos.  They wanted me to take the Mustang onto the 

beach, it was tempting but I didn’t want to embarrass myself if I got stuck.  The sand was a bit dry and loose to drive back of the 

beach.  Then it was back to the house for more drinkies and a buffet dinner and the usual wedding entertainment.   

 

Later the next morning the family all met up for a Champaign breakfast before everyone departed their  separate ways. 

 

Cheers Stu 
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 Mopar Nationals 
Sarah and I were invited by some friends of ours to attend the Mopar Nationals in Napier hosted by the Marineland Street Rod 

and Kustom Klub.  It was a full weekend for people who registered for the event.  Friday night was registration night at the club 

rooms, Saturday was the cruise day and Saturday night was dinner and a live band.  On Sunday was the car show and a large 

swap meet, further details of this event are in the Petrolhead on page 4. 

 

Our particular group which consisted of our Cadillac, Barry Featherstone’s 59 Retractable, a 66 Malabu, 71 Plymouth Duster, 71 

Plymouth Roadrunner, 65 Mustang from Rotorua, 57 Chev, 46 Chev Pickup and a 76 Transam.  We left on the Saturday     

morning and the weather was pretty average, cloudy with the odd  shower and quite cold.  We all stopped for lunch at the Truck 

Stop Cafe on the Napier, Taupo Road, then onto Napier.  All the other cars in our group managed to miss out except me.  I got 

an $80.00 photo taken, (118km).  We arrived in Napier and checked into the pre-booked Bluewater Hotel, which was fully 

booked out by other car enthusiasts.  Our group filled in the afternoon by doing a cruise around Napier and up the top of Pine 

Hill to look at the surrounding view, then to Sarah's delight onto a vineyard.  When we got back to the Hotel the parking lot was 

filling up fast, we managed to get parked and eventually the whole place was jammed with American cars, what an awesome 

sight, basically the last car in, had to be the first one out.   

 

We met up with a few of the Stragglers Club from Cambridge and lots of other people from around the country.  The Classic Car 

fraternity must be an alcoholic bunch with plenty of drinking and socializing  going on in hotel rooms as well as outside among 

the cars until the early hours.  Next morning it was out to the show grounds, some with mild hangovers.  The weather was nice 

and fine but cold.  With Mopar’s  being the feature, they had a separate roped of area, all in memory of the late Dave Fair.  His 

car was there on display, a 71 Plymouth GTX, also Ian Neary’s unfinished 68 GTX, still in bare metal, came down from     

Auckland.   

 

There was a large selection of Vintage cars from Chrysler, Dodge Brother’s and of course Henry Ford as well.  It is amazing 

how many cars come out at these events from across the Tasy as well.  There was   plenty to pick and choose from at the swap 

meet and I managed to off load $490.00 on Chevy stuff, just as well I had the Cady to get it home in.  As the temperature started 

to plummet it was time to head for the hills, got gas on the way out of Napier and not long after that the heavy rain set in all the 

way home.  All in all a pretty darn good weekend away. 

 

Cheers Stu 
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Dave Fairs 1971 Plymouth GTX 

Ian Neary’s unfinished 68 GTX, still in bare metal 
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June 2013 WMOC Cafe Run to “Muddy Waters” Cafe at Turua. 

On  Sunday the  12th of May  21 cars descended on Turua on the Hauraki Plains to enjoy a luncheon    

celebrating “Mothers Day” 

The weather was clear and fine which ensured a good turnout. Members from around the Waikato          

assembled initially in Hamilton and Morrinsville and then at Tatuanui on Highway 27 and proceeded up 

through  Netherton and onto Turua arriving at 12.00 pm. Fairly quickly tables were organised and       

members, after ordering meals, caught up with friends, and in some cases family. The mothers in the group 

were even treated to a little gift to mark the occasion  from the Restaurant. 

The restaurant is in a building that once held a family grocery business and was later taken over by the now 

defunct Te Aroha Thames Valley Dairy Company as a General Store, servicing Farmers and people from 

the village. It closed in approximately 1990 and following a short term as a Liquor outlet was converted to 

the restaurant it now is. For the writer it brought back memories as I was involved in its operation from the 

late 1970’s until 1990. 

Although the numbers stretched the Cafe’s resources everyone had an enjoyable hour or two, some        

carrying on to compare notes on the vehicles outside. 

Once again an enjoyable cruise in great weather. This event needs to continue as an Annual event. 

 

Bryce E 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



15  

 

What a fantastic turnout of the Waikato 

Mustang Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A great shot of Colin Reeds car outside the 

Muddy River’s Cafe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Awesome Top, I’m taking a guess, but is 

that you Megan? 
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Everyone looks like they are well and  

truly enjoying themselves, I’m glad  

you guys all had a great mothers day! 

 

Thanks Stu for the great photos. 
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Warbirds Trip With 

The Mustangs 

2nd June 
I met Jim and Irena at their place at 

7.15am and we left at 7.30am to 

meet up with Stu Smith and Nick 

Hall at the BP Connect Bombay, the 

morning was a little cool, but we had 

a nice smooth trip, we got to the   

Bombay's at around 9.am and it was 

really great to see one other Waikato Mustang Club member there as well as an Auckland Club member 

that had decided to join us.  Jim took the lead and escorted us all safely to the Ardmore entrance to the 

Warbirds.  Jim is a member of the Club and had been especially invited to attend this day and that is why 

he extended this special invite to the rest of the clubs as when we arrived we were allowed to park in a   

special display area behind the army demonstration area.  As it being my first time I was very impressed 

with the selection of planes that they had and the different areas that they had setup for entertainment     

display for the public, this day was to commemorate the 69th anniversary of the DDay landings in France.  

They had three flying displays at 10.30am, 12.30pm and at 2.30pm, a battle re-enactment complete with 

mock airfield attack. Warbird flights were available during the day. Entry included a chance to win a flight 

in a Warbird. Plenty of action in the air and on the ground. Kids under 14 were free.  

 

Jim and Irena had to go on the gates from 10am till 12.30pm, so we had a quick look around with them  

before they had to take off and then arranged to meet back up with them when they had finished.  Well 

some people can surprise you,  I found out that Nick used to fly planes and in fact is quite passionate about 

planes, I think I came away learning quite a bit that day and Nick even brought to my attention that he use 

to have part shares in a plane and to both our surprise as we had been talking about it, it was actually there, 

so I had great pleasure in taking photos of it and then calling it Nicks plane for the rest of the day, even 

though he said it wasn’t anymore, and no I have not forgotten it’s name, (Cessna Birddog), lol, told ya I 

wouldn’t, It’s the same name as one of my exercises, I do the Birddog, lol.   
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They had the Northern American 

P51D Mustang there which is a 

Fighter, Bomber plane.  Thirty 

Mustangs served with the 

RNZAF between 1945-1957.  

Unfortunately this was not     

running today as the pilot had to 

cancel as something else had 

come up, this is normally one of 

the biggest crowd drawers, so it 

was a shame that we did not get 

to see this.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We did get to see the other two 

Mustangs that they had on       

display go out though and this 

was great to see and even Nick’s 

plane, (Cessna Birddog). Jim and 

Irena had finished on the gates so 

we all went and got something to 

eat and sat down for a while and 

relaxed.  We then went out for the 

final showing at 2.30pm for the 

battle re-enactment. 
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It was a great to see by 11am that we had 12 cars in total lined up not all Mustangs, one Galaxie, but at 

least it was a great attempt for everyone to be there, and a combination of the Auckland and Waikato   

Mustang Owners Club.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The day was turning out to be extremely hot and we had walked around and had a good look at all the 

planes it was good to have someone along with you that had knowledge on them as well, so you knew what 

they  were all about, one plane was just the same as the next to me.  They had the DC3 which is a passen-

ger and freight plane, one of the most famous of all airliners with nearly 13000 being built.  Unfortunately 

it was not running, it normally takes rides for around $100, but if you had a spare $1500 you could of gone 

up in one of the other planes, I thought I had better hold onto my money, but what an experience that 

would have been, a real adrenalin rush I reckon, maybe next time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



20  

People started to slowly pack up 

and move out by 3pm, we just sat 

around and enjoyed it while it 

lasted, Jim tried to catch up with 

one of the pilots that he knew, so 

Irena, Stu and I made our way 

over to the Club, by this time we 

had worked up a thirst. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Club started to fill up and 

once everyone settled down they 

announced that they had raised 

over $30000 K for the day which 

meant that there had been over 

2000 people that had passed 

through the gate and that wasn’t 

including kids.  So the day had 

been a great success for them, 

they had been extremely lucky 

with the weather as well.  I met 

some really neat people at the 

club and we left around 7.30pm 

and travelled back with Stu in 

tow.   

 

A photo of a sign that was in the men’s toilet at the Club that 

Stu took, that was quite funny. 

 

With a few roadwork’s and a couple of little twists and turns 

we finally made it out of Auckland and onto the main      

highway.  We had decided to go back Highway 1 instead of Highway 27 because we thought this way Stu 

would be with us most of the way, in case anything went wrong, safer in numbers they say.  Well we had 

made it all the way to the Gordonton turnoff to Morrinsville with one emergency stop to the toilets in 

Huntly, lol.  Must have been the water I had in the day.  We departed ways with Stu and continued on,  

well the road fairies weren’t on our side that night, we had not got more than 15 minutes down the road, 

and our lights went out to everyone’s shock horror, we thought Jim was playing tricks on us.  No it wasn’t 

a trick we were having trouble and unfortunately could not get them to stay on so we were having a disco 

strobe light effect going on, it was lucky that it was a clear night and that we had fog lights.  We all decided 

that the safest option was to go the back roads home.  Unbeknown to us Stu had a slight problem of his 

own, so the road fairies had not taken care of him either.  I think we were all relieved when we got home, 

but I think at the end of the day apart from this little mishap, the day was very awesome and I would      

recommend it to anyone to go along for the next show.                                                               Cheers  JO :) 
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Fish & Chip Run - Kaiaua 9th June 

 
A good run for our cars, a wonderful venue with brilliant food, combined with congenial 

company is how to describe this run.  Now an annual event in conjunction with the      

Auckland Mustang Owners Club, it’s an outing not to be missed. 

 

Ten Waikato cars rendezvoused at the new Tatanui turnoff and followed Bryce Edmond’s on 

a very picturesque cruise to Kaiaua.  Arriving at 11.30am allowed us time to settle in and 

sample the local brew before the 40 or so Auckland cars arrived at 12.15pm.   

 

The “Worlds Famous” Fish & Chips & Salads meal was amazing, as was the quality, even 

Jim Leadbeater just “couldn’t eat anymore”!  Being first to arrive meant we had to be last to 

leave, at least that’s Bob Hastie’s theory anyway.  It worked for me. 

 

The weather was unpleasant in the morning, but improved as the day progressed and guess 

what?  Non of our cars melted - apparently it is ok to get Mustangs wet. 

 

Put this run on your calendar for next year - it’s a great day. 

 

 

Colin Reed 

Deputy Sheriff 
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A Tribute to Carroll Shelby 

As most of us in the automotive community know, one of the biggest headlines last year was the passing of 

Carroll Shelby on May 10, 2012.  Even if you’re not part of the community, chances are you know who 

Carroll was and what he meant to motorsports and enthusiasts all around the world. His involvement with 

the AC Cobra and the GT40 brought renowned success to Ford on the international circuits. He helped   

design some of their most iconic vehicles, such as the GT350 and GT500 Mustangs – both classic and late 

model – as well as the revised Ford GT in 2003. For many years, Shelby and his cars have been thought of 

as nothing short of extraordinary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Row of new and late model 

Shelby GT500s… 

Part of the work that goes on at 

Shelby HQ are producing crate 

engines that are fully built to 

customer specs…several of 

them were on display… 
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When Ford redesigned the Mustang in 1967 to take the 390/320 HP big block V-8, Carroll Shelby took the 

next logical step and introduced the GT500, the first big block Shelby GT, powered by a modified Police 

Interceptor 428 CI engine rated at 355 HP. Buyers took to the new car immediately, and the car outsold its 

small block GT350 stable-mate 2,048 to 1,175 units. In addition to his partnership with Ford, Shelby was 

also the West Coast distributor for Goodyear, who in February asked Shelby to take part in a promotional 

event for its new Thunderbolt line of economy tires. Shelby judged that the GT500 would be the perfect 

choice for an extended high-speed demonstration of the new tire, but the decision took a twist when former 

Shelby American sales manager Don McCain approached Shelby with the idea of building a supercar that 

would outperform anything else in the world. Then employed by Dana Chevrolet in South Gate, California 

and Mel Burns Ford in Long Beach, McCain suggested that Carroll put a racing 427 in the GT500 for the 

test, let him sell the car and then build 50 more for Burns. 

 

Ever one to leap at opportunity, Shelby instructed Fred Goodell, Shelby American’s chief engineer on loan 

from Ford, to prepare a GT500 with a special engine for the test, which would be held at Goodyear’s high 

speed test facility near San Angelo, Texas. Goodell selected GT500 number 544 for the task: “We rebuilt it 

with a special lightweight 427 racing engine; special rear axle, special transmission and, of course,     

Thunderbolt tires.” Don McCain later described the engine as “the mother of all 427s at that time…

aluminium heads, aluminium water pump, forged crank, Le Mans rods, just basically everything inside the 

engine was built to run sustained 6,000 RPM – to race at Le Mans.” Essentially, it was the same power-

plant used in the GT40 Mk II that had won the famous French endurance race the previous year, including 

a variation on the Mk II’s “bundle of snakes” exhaust system and its output of 600 horsepower. Goodell 

made other modifications to prepare the car for the tire test. An external oil cooler, braided lines and a    

remote oil filter were installed to increase the 427’s reliability; stiffer springs and shocks were mounted on 

the passenger side of the GT500 to counteract the high-speed cornering forces it would encounter on  

Goodyear’s 5-mile oval track. Goodell completed the car with one-off chrome inboard headlight surrounds 

and a unique version of the production Le Mans striping, with two narrow Blue stripes flanking a wide 

Blue centre stripe, elements that distinguish it from all other GT500s. 

 

 

Mecum Auctions, Walworth, US 

1967 Shelby GT500 Super Snake  

Legendary One-of-One Shelby Supercar 

Sold for $1,300,000   
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Upon its arrival in Texas the last week of March, the Super Snake was fitted with Shelby 10-spoke         

aluminium wheels mounted with 7.75-15 Thunderbolt Whitewall tires, which were overinflated with       

nitrogen to keep the sidewalls rigid and prevent overheating. Before the test commenced, Shelby took a 

number of invited journalists, including the editors of Time and Life magazines, for demonstration laps 

around the track. Over the years there were conflicting claims as to who actually drove the car on its       

500-mile test, but the story was set straight by Goodell during an interview for an episode of Speed     

Channel’s "My Classic Car." After the demonstration runs, during which Shelby reached a top speed of 

170 MPH, Goodell recounted, “[Shelby] came back and he handed me his helmet and he says, ‘I’ve got to 

go to Washington, so you go ahead and drive the test. And so I got back in the car and I drove the car in the 

500 mile test. We drove at 142 MPH average for 500 miles.” The test was a complete success: the skinniest 

tires ever mounted on a Shelby GT, the Thunderbolts had performed flawlessly, retaining 97 percent of 

their original tread. 

 

The Super Snake was then shipped back to Mel Burns Ford in California, where it remained on display 

while Don McCain worked to generate interest for a limited run of 50 427-powered GT500s. At over twice 

the price of a baseline GT500, the Super Snake was priced well beyond its competition, including Shelby’s 

own 427 Cobra. McCain was forced to admit the car was “just too expensive;" it was ultimately shipped to 

Dallas where it was purchased by Braniff International Airways pilots James Hadden and James Gorman, 

who then replaced its original 2.73 gearset with a 4.10 unit for drag racing. Two subsequent owners remain 

unidentified today, but records show that the car was purchased in 1970 by Bobby Pierce of Benbrock, 

Texas, who cared for it for 25 years before selling it to David Loebenberg of Florida. 

 

The Super Snake returned to California seven years later when it was bought by Charles Lillard, who later 

sold it to Richard Ellis, a collector of rare Mustangs in Illinois, at which point the car registered 26,000 

miles on the odometer and showed almost no deterioration. 

 

Ellis proceeded with what he describes as a “light restoration," locating the correct wires and hoses for the 

engine compartment, a period-correct Rotunda fire extinguisher, NOS Shelby 10-spoke wheels and,    

amazingly, four brand-new Thunderbolt whitewall tires in the proper size. As Ellis explained in a          

September, 2011 interview with Auto Enthusiast Magazine, “I wanted to own this piece of Shelby history 

worse than anything. It was well cared for by its previous owners, but I’ve put a lot of effort into returning 

it to the state it was in on the day of the tire test.” 

 

“The Thunderbolts were made for … well, boring family cars in the ’60s, which is why nobody reproduces 

them or has even heard of them for 35 years. I found what has to be the only surviving set in a warehouse 

in Akron, Ohio. I’m sure Shelby pulled the original Thunderbolts and threw them away when the car got 

back to California. 

 

“Now, when you see a picture of the Super Snake and it’s got skinny whitewall tires, you’ll know it is    

either from the Goodyear test or from the time it’s spent in my collection.” 

 

Built with the heart of a Le Mans champion yet ultimately destined for but one day in the sun, there is only 

one Super Snake, the result of a confluence of forces 

that could only have happened in the charmed life of 

one Carroll Shelby. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

- The one and only 1967 Shelby GT500 Super Snake  

- GT40 Mk II 427 engine, built specifically for this car  

- Purpose-built for the Goodyear Thunderbolt tire test  

- Original Shelby invoice, MSO and Goodyear tire test photos  

- One-off chrome inboard headlight surrounds  

- Unique Le Mans Blue hood striping to distinguish the car  

- Fitted with passenger car, 7.75x15" Goodyear Thunderbolt whitewall tires  

- The Super Snake drove 500 miles at an average of 142 MPH and retained 97% of the original tire tread  

- The Super Snake was never mass produced because the projected retail price would be over twice the 

price of a baseline GT500 and more than a 427 Cobra  

- This prototype was sold in August 1967 for $5,000  

 

If you want to see this auction live go to www.youtube.com 
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Sarah’s Timtam Balls 

Sarah and I were discussing recipes the other day and she was telling me how 

she has this really scrummy recipe she uses all the time and they are really easy 

to make and has been very kind to share it with all of us. 

 

So here are the ingredients that you will need first before you start. 

1x packets of Chocolate Timtam’s 

1x container of original 250g of Cream Cheese 

1x packet of Crushed Nuts  

Chocolate or White Chocolate optional for dipping 

 

Directions: 

You will need to either blend or crush your Timtam’s and then mix into your 

cream cheese, when well mixed together, roll into balls, roll in crushed nuts or 

dip into melted chocolate.  You can alternate these and do both even.  Put onto 

baking paper on dish to cool in fridge, they don’t set hard, but firm, then eat, 

YUM! 

 

This sounds so yummy I’m going to give this a shot when I get a free moment. 

 

Thanks Sarah 
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It's not possible to understand Engineers! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Understanding Engineers #1 

Two engineering students were biking across a university campus when one said, "Where did you get such a great bike?" The 

second engineer replied, "Well, I was walking along yesterday, minding my own business, when a beautiful woman rode up on 

this bike, threw it to the ground, took off all her clothes and said, "Take what you want." The first engineer nodded approvingly 

and said, "Good choice: The clothes probably wouldn't have fit you anyway." 

 

Understanding Engineers #2 
To the optimist, the glass is half-full. To the pessimist, the glass is half-empty. To the engineer, the glass is twice as big as it 

needs to be. 

 

Understanding Engineers #3 
A priest, a doctor, and an engineer were waiting one morning for a particularly slow group of golfers. The engineer fumed, 

"What's with those guys? We must have been waiting for fifteen minutes!" The doctor chimed in, "I don't know, but I've never 

seen such inept golf!" The priest said, "Here comes the green-keeper. Let's have a word with him." He said, "Hello, George. 

What's wrong with that group ahead of us? They're rather slow, aren't they?" The green-keeper replied, "Oh, yes. That's a group 

of blind firemen. They lost their sight saving our clubhouse from a fire last year, so we always let them play for free anytime." 

The group fell silent for a moment. The priest said, "That's so sad. I think I will say a special prayer for them tonight." The    

doctor said, "Good idea. I'm going to contact my ophthalmologist colleague and see if there's anything she can do for them." The 

engineer said, "Why can't they play at night?" 

 

Understanding Engineers #4 

What is the difference between mechanical engineers and civil engineers? Mechanical engineers build weapons. Civil engineers 
build targets. 

 

Understanding Engineers #5 
The graduate with a science degree asks, "Why does it work?" The graduate with an engineering degree asks, "How does it 

work?" The graduate with an accounting degree asks, "How much will it cost?" The graduate with an arts degree asks, "Do you 

want fries with that?" 

 

Understanding Engineers #6 
Three engineering students were gathered together discussing who must have designed the human body. One said, "It was a  

mechanical engineer. Just look at all the joints." Another said, "No, it was an electrical engineer. The nervous system has many 

thousands of electrical connections." The last one said, "No, actually it had to have been a civil engineer. Who else would run a 

toxic waste pipeline through a recreational area?" 
 

Understanding Engineers #7 

Normal people believe that if it ain't broke, don't fix it. Engineers believe that if it ain't broke, it doesn't have enough features yet. 

 
Understanding Engineers #8 

An engineer was crossing a road one day, when a frog called out to him and said, "If you kiss me, I'll turn into a beautiful     

princess." He bent over, picked up the frog, and put it in his pocket. The frog spoke up again and said, "If you kiss me, I'll turn 

back into a beautiful princess and stay with you for one week." The engineer took the frog out of his pocket, smiled at it and  

returned it to the pocket. The frog then cried out, "If you kiss me and turn me back into a princess, I'll stay with you for one week 

and do anything you want." Again, the engineer took the frog out, smiled at it and put it back into his pocket. Finally, the frog 

asked, "What is the matter? I've told you I'm a beautiful princess and that I'll stay with you for one week and do anything you 
want. Why won't you kiss me?" The engineer said, "Look, I'm an engineer. I don't have time for a girlfriend, but a talking      

frog - now that's cool." 

Funny Stuff ! 
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Wife’s Diary: 

Tonight, I thought my husband was acting weird.  We had made plans to meet at a nice     

restaurant for dinner.  I was shopping with my friends all day long, so I thought he was    

upset at the fact that I was a bit late, but he made no comment on it.  Conversation wasn’t 

flowing, so I suggested that we go somewhere quiet so we could talk.  He agreed, but he 

didn’t say much. 

 

I asked him what was wrong; He said, “Nothing.” I asked him if it was my fault that he was 

upset. He said he wasn’t upset, that it had nothing to do with me, and not to worry about it. 

On the way home, I told him that I loved him. He Smiled slightly, and kept driving. 

I can’t explain his behavior I don’t know why he didn’t say, “I love you, too.” When we got 

home, I felt as if I had lost him completely, as if he wanted nothing to do with me anymore. 

He just sat there quietly and watched TV. He continued to seem distant and absent.  Finally, 

with silence all around us, I decided to go to bed.  About 15 minutes later, he came to bed. 

But I still felt that he was distracted and his thoughts were somewhere else.  He fell asleep 

— I cried.  I don’t know what to do.  I’m almost sure that his thoughts are with someone 

else.  My life is a disaster. 

  

Husband’s Diary: 

Mustang wouldn’t start, can’t figure it out. 
 

 

What is the best looking mustang of all time? 
 

Funny Stuff ! 
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What’s On? 

Cambridge Cruise Nights:  

Presented by Stragglers Rod & Custom Club on the first Wednesday of each month, from 5.30pm onwards. This event began 

in October and continues through until April.   

Waikato Classic Car & Hot Rod Breakfast Cruises: 

These are on every 2nd Sunday of every month , leaves Riverlea Wreckers on State Highway 1 at 9.00am for Karapiro Café. 

For further information phone Archie Stutt on 07 855 1071. 

River Haven Breakfast: 

Held on the 3rd Sunday of every month at River Haven Café, SH 1 Huntly  at 7.30am. All are welcome. For further         

information phone Bob Hastie on 07 828 7867. 

Hamilton Cruise Nights: 

Now happening on the last Thursday of each month with Cock & Bull Hamilton, sponsoring the nights. Cruise on in to the 

Cock & Bull from 5pm until when daylight saving finishes on April 1st. Cock & Bull are offering a $50 voucher for a car 

chosen by a staff member on the night and a discount on meal & drinks. For any information contact Mark Studer 021 213 

0723. Please be patient while the cars are being parked, thank you. 

July 10th, August 14th 

WMOC Meeting Night — Morrinsville Top Pub. Meetings start at 7.30pm the second Wednesday of every month except 

January, bring your wife/partner and meet for a meal first at 6.00pm with other club members. You just might get the 

’Treasurer’ to shout you a drink!  

Monthly Cafe Runs - These will now be occurring on a regular basis and are being organised by Clare bayly  

 

Classic Car Sunday - Smith & McKenzie Restaurant & Bar, 13 Lynden Court, Chartwell, 3pm onwards 

 

July 7th, August 4th 

NZ Petrolhead Breakfast Hamilton - Classics Museum, 11 Railside Place, Hamilton, 8am-10am 

 

July 14th 

Rotorua Swap Meet and Carshow - Paradise Valley, Rotorua 

 

July 20-21st 

CRC Speedshow and Castrol Edge/Teng Tools Custom and Classic Show  

ASB Showgrounds, Greenlane, Auckland 

 

July 21st 

Brass Monkey Race Meeting, HRC - Hampton Downs 

 

July 26th, August 30th 

Drivers Bar Cruise Night - 11th Ave Plaza, Tauranga, from 6.30pm onwards 

 

July 27th 

Hampton Downs 12 Race 

 

July 28th 

Waikato All Ford day - Claudeland Showgrounds, Hamilton 


