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Club Details 

 
TARANAKI MUSTANG CLUB INC. 

C/- 10 Cross Street 
Lepperton 

New Plymouth 
 

BANK ACCOUNT NUMBER 
TSB Bank 15-3942-0022637-00 

(Please enter your name as a reference when paying by direct banking) 
 

BADGES 
Each member receives a name badge, however if you require a replacement 

badge the cost will be $9.00 each 

 

JACKETS, POLO SHIRTS, CAPS, DRESS SHIRTS, VEST 
These are available from Dianna Feaver 

Jackets $87.50 
Polo shirts $20 

New Style Polo Shirts $36 
Vest $ 65 
Caps $15 

Dress Shirts $45 

 
WINDOW SASHES 

New members receive them free.  If you require extras, sashes cost $10 
 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 



PRESIDENT’S 

REPORT 
 
 

Presidents Report – November 2019 
 
At the time of writing this everyone had just returned from Convention and while I haven’t yet heard all the 
details about the trip, I can tell that a lot of fun and comradery was had…. Bring on the fines session $$$. 
 
Congratulations to the members who were rewarded for their hard work and came away with awards.  Well 
deserved – it takes a lot of time and effort to prep your car for judging.  
 
1st 65-70 Shelby Nigel & Dianne MacDonald 
1st Boss all models Andre Weel 
1st 2010-2014 all models Paul Klenner 
2nd 69-73 convertible Ron Olsen 
2nd 94-04 all models Kerry Drake 
3rd 69-70 Mach 1 Noel & Rose King 
Nigel and Dianne also won the special 67-68 Spirit of Mustang trophy. 
 
Once again, second Convention running, the club won the Push n Grunt trophy!  Well done to all who 
contributed to this.  I hear those who contributed the hardest were rewarded with bringing the trophy 
home…… Great work team Neilsen!  I hope you have been able to find a large and well reinforced space 
to display this proudly in your home...…… picture proof will be required.    
 
I believe a great Convention was run by the Waikato club and I will be extending our congratulations to 
them. 
 
Just want to say a special thanks to all who have contributed this year and helped with planning runs, sharing 
ideas, making phone calls, writing articles, spreading the good word about the club and supporting the work 
that is being done.  Every little bit of help goes a long way.   
 
Not a lot more to report from my end at this stage.  Christmas is looming upon us fast and hopefully that 
means the dawning of some hot, fine weather…….this winter Grinch is over being cold. 
 
As at today there are two more runs for the 2019 year to go, so I look forward to seeing you all there.  For 
the prospective members, I’d love to see you join us if you can to get those meetings under your belt and 
your membership secured.   
 
Take care everyone.  Wishing you a safe and happy Christmas filled with love, laughter and lots of cruising! 
 
See you on the road. 
 
Toni Fabish – Benton 
President 

 



In Case You Missed It, The Minion Set a 

World Record! 

 
  

Just three short months ago, we gave you the lowdown on Yandro Ulloa’s mean 7-
second Mustang Cobra, dubbed “The Minion.” You can read all about the bad beast 
right here, but if you haven’t been keeping your eyes peeled, you might have missed 
The Minion’s recent record-breaking pass. 

Prior to heading to the NMRA Spring Break Shootout in Florida early in March, Ulloa 
cranked out an incredible 7.674 at 184.35 mph at That Racing Channel Street Kings 
at Palm Beach International Raceway. The pass topped Ulloa’s previous best of 7.92 
at 180 mph by a long shot. While a 7.67 pass makes for an insane time slip on its 
own, it’s even crazier when you take into account that The Minion is a 6-speed 
manual STREET CAR. According to the owner, this pass also makes The Minion the 
“Fastest Manual Transmission Mustang” in the world. In fact, this is the fastest 
known pass with an H-pattern shifter of any make or model (yes, even faster than 
Cleetus). 

 

        



 

“The car started out with a set of long-tube headers and a 75-shot of nitrous for 
some street fun after I got it,” Ulloa explained. “I switched to a Vortech blower and 
E85 and that’s when things started to get crazy. My first pass in the car was a 10-
second 1/4-mile run. After that, I went on to the ON3 Performance turbo kit and 
the car made over 1,200 horsepower. Things just got faster and more fun from 
there.” 

Currently, the Cobra is powered by a Levin Motorsports-built 281 cubic-inch engine 
featuring the original Ford block. A custom forged rotating assembly and a pair of 
twin 6870 turbochargers from Precision Turbo were thoughtfully chosen and 
installed. The combination is controlled by an AEM Infinity system and has been 
tuned by Levin Motorsports to operate flawlessly. 

And as for the transmission? The 7-second time slips come courtesy of some serious 
gear-rowing skills on The Minions Tremec Magnum T-56, which has been worked 
over by RPM Transmissions. A “top secret” clutch from Black Magic Clutches 
completes the system. 

Ulloa and The Minion haven’t stopped to rest after his latest accomplishment 
though. Ulloa entered in four classes (yes, you read that right) at the Spring Break 
Shootout and went on to win two of them, before taking a Stick Shift Elite 
championship at TX2K19 in Texas just a couple of weeks later. We’re excited to see 
what Ulloa pulls out of his hat next. 

 



 
 

Neither racecars nor road cars are the best that the manufacturer can build. Racecars are limited 
by technical regulations. Road cars are limited due to legal regulations. But what happens when 
you want to build something that truly shows what your engineers can do? You build something 
along the lines of the $1.2 million, 700 horsepower, track-only 2020 Ford GT Mk. II. Wowza. 

Revealed at the Goodwood Festival of Speed, the Ford GT Mk. II is the first Ford product to ever 
be sold from the factory with an asking price of over a million dollars. For that hyperventilating 
inducing price, customers get something Ford and technical partner Multimatic state “delivers the 
full performance potential of the Ford GT in a track-only version engineered independent of race 
series rules, regulations, and limitations.” Essentially, this is the car Ford would’ve loved to have 
built to race at Le Mans, Sebring, Spa-Francorchamps, and for razing your local canyons.  

At the back between the Ford GT’s flying buttresses is the same twin-turbocharged 3.5-liter V-6 
EcoBoost as customers got in the standard road car and indeed the racecar. However, because 
Ford threw out the rule books, the EcoBoost now produces 700 horsepower. That’s a 53 
horsepower jump from the road car’s 647 rating. And though that’s quite a lot for a car that’s 
been thoroughly lightened compared to its already featherweight road-going sibling, we do have 
to point out that even in this configuration the Ford GT Mk. II makes less horsepower than the 
upcoming Ford Mustang Shelby GT500’s 760 horsepower supercharged 5.2-liter V-8. 

Ford and Multimatic weren’t, however, about to stop at giving the Ford GT Mk. II just a little extra 
power. According to the two companies, the Ford GT Mk. II saw a host of aerodynamic 
enhancements, including that gigantic fixed rear wing, a revised front splitter leading to a 
stupendous rear diffusor that looks as if it was removed from the Le Mans-winning car, and a 
centrally located top-mounted engine intake. Those aero changes represent a 400-percent 
increase in overall downforce, sticking the Ford GT Mk. II to the tarmac like already chewed gum 
on a hot July day. 



 

Moving inward, the two companies pulled over 200 pounds of unneeded weight from the 
supercar, mostly from removing the adjustable hydraulic shocks. In their stead are a set of 5-way 
manually adjustable Multimatic-sourced DSSV race shocks that have a fixed race-spec ride height. 
At all four corners are the road car’s carbon ceramic brakes and the lightweight wheels are shod 
with a race-spec Michelin Pilot Sport GT tire that allows the Ford GT Mk. II to pull a stomach-
churning 2-plus Gs of lateral force. We hope you haven’t skipped neck day. 

The Drive reached out to Ford to ask whether or not the company would be training prospective 
customers to handle the immense rigors of the new Ford GT Mk. II. Even the average supercar 
owner would likely find the Mk. II's capabilities well-past their own, to which a Ford spokesperson 
said, "We are investigating the potential for a GT Mk. II specific driving school." Furthermore, 
when asked about the million dollar price, the spokesperson said, "Ford is proud to offer the Ford 
GT Mk II. The strictly-limited edition, track-only version of the Ford GT answers the question of 
how much pure performance is in the Ford GT. The price is simply the result of developing a 
unique vehicle featuring the best elements of the Ford GT race car as well as the production Ford 
GT. Customers are purchasing the essence of a Le Mans-winning race car with the Ford GT Mk 
II." 

Ahead of the Ford GT Mk. II's launch, Hau Thai-Tang, Ford's chief of product development, said, 
“The Ford GT Mk II unleashes the full performance potential of the Ford GT without any artificial 
performance limitations dictated by racing sanctioning bodies. It’s the closest GT owners can get 
to the LeMans-winning performance and exhilarating feeling of crossing the finish line in the Ford 
GT race car.”  

Multimatic’s Chief Technical Officer, Larry Holt, added, “The true off-the-hook performance 
capability of the GT hasn’t yet been fully showcased.  

 



The road car is obviously limited by the many global homologation requirements that it must 
comply with, and the race car suffers from the restriction of the dreaded Balance of Performance, 
resulting in it being 150 horsepower down to the road car. The Mk. II answers the regularly asked 
question of how would the car perform with all limitations lifted: the answer is spectacularly.” 

Aside from the million-dollar-plus price tag, Ford and Multimatic have stated that only 45 of these 
race-bred Ford GT Mk. IIs will be built. Most are already spoken for according to The Drive's 
source at Ford. However, "Multimatic is taking orders for the vehicles. A limited number are still 
available at the time of the reveal." As such, this is going to be a rare machine, indeed. The 
Drive's same source says that the first five Ford GT Mk. II's will be delivered December of this 
year, while the rest will be parsed out in "increments" of 15 cars per year based on Multimatic's 
production timelines.  

Let's just hope Ford lets a few of us lowly automotive writers get behind the wheel before these 
pricey examples of American engineering get mothballed. 

   
 

 
 





 

What seemed like an early start felt not so bad, given that Daylight Saving Time 
ending had given us an extra hour. The small number of cars setting off from 
Inglewood grew as we passed through Stratford, then more in Hawera, and despite 
an element of ‘herding cats’ being apparent, over a dozen of us attended. Other 
clubs and cool cars were also headed in the same direction, making for a truly 
scenic cruise. 
 

 
 

We thought that we’d come from afar (New Plymouth) 
but on arrival discovered clubs from Wellington to 
Taupo – this event seems to have a seriously good reputation. And so it should – it 
is well-run, with heaps of room for everyone to park, spot prize-giving at a sensible 
time (not after half the people have gone home like at some events)… but best of 
all is the huge variety of cars, bikes and displays – in fact, rows and rows of 
treasured cars. Some personal favourites included the Bat Cave transporter and its 
heavy metal Camaros (you might have seen the one with amazing graphics in NZV8 
magazine) and the Ford transporter that had four Ford ‘special editions’, including 
the latest Bullit, stacked up inside. 



 
 

Then there was the Anglia – like no other Anglia you’ve ever seen – it actually looked 
really cool! Yes, how to make an Anglia look cool – who’d have thought? 
 
There were displays of trials riding, teapot racing (it’s a Steampunk thing) and rocker 
cover racing. 
 
The Early Australian Car 
Club won the prize for 
best-represented club, 
but I like to think we gave 
them a run for their 
money! Oh yes, and we 
got two prospective TMC 
members just by being 
there. 
 
Postscript: Next morning 
we discovered a flat right 
front tyre. Glad it waited 
till after we got home! 
 

Story and photos Charmaine ScottStory and photos Charmaine ScottStory and photos Charmaine ScottStory and photos Charmaine Scott    
 



SALEEN S7 

 
 

The Saleen S7 is like a horror movie serial killer that the protagonist just 
can't kill. 

Jiangsu Secco Automobile Technology Corporation, which is overseeing 
Saleen's launch in China as a high-volume performance brand, has 
announced the nearly 20-year old supercar will once again return, but 
with even more incredible specs. 

Recall, the S7 bowed in 2000. The original car made 550 horsepower, 
though a pair of turbos attached to Ford's 7.0-liter Windsor V-8 in 2005 
pushed that to 750 hp. In 2017, Saleen launched an S7 Le Mans version, 
limited to just seven units and promised with 1,300 hp. 

Now, Saleen has shown a new S7 Le Mans with 1,500 horsepower, or 
enough to hit a claimed top speed of 298 mph. Oh, and 0-62 mph will 
happen in 2.2 seconds, supposedly. Production will be limited, but 
whether that means 7 or 70 cars, we don't know. 



 

The return of the S7 is meant to bolster Saleen's launch in China, which 
took place at Beijing's Bird's Nest stadium and was attended by Saleen 
founder and namesake Steve Saleen, British actor Jason Statham, and a 
number of local celebrities. There, Saleen also showed off the current S1 
sports car alongside new models that included a 400-hp SUV and an 
electric minicar. 

 

 
 



Shed RShed RShed RShed Raid aid aid aid –    5 May5 May5 May5 May    
 

 
A long-awaited visit (revisit for some) to Trevor Cox’s sheds, somewhere west of 
Stratford, finally came to pass. The reason for the delayed scheduling was obvious 
once we arrived (after a brief detour into someone else’s driveway – thanks, Boyd) 

– if the weather 
has been wet, 
these sheds are in 
a paddock fit only 
for gumboots. But 
of course this 
autumn hasn’t 
much bothered 
with ‘wet’. 
 
 
Trevor and family 
made us very 
welcome, sent us 
off exploring his 
many sheds and 
happily answered 
questions along 
the way.  

 
Eclectic is the word 
made for this 
collection – cars 
and trucks, yes 
indeed, tractors and 
chainsaws, yes, 
plus a bit of 
everything else 
crammed in, 
including a shed 
devoted entirely to 
pigs – pottery, fine 
bone china, 
pictures… Trevor’s 
place is also a 
sanctuary for lost 
road signs. 
 



 
 
As for the cars, we were blown 
away to discover two or three 
GT351 Falcons, a Sundowner 
panel van (you have to be of a 
certain age to remember those) 
and even an elderly Citroen … 
but best of all, a wild ’70 Mach1 
that featured a lot of engine and, 
wait for it, velour upholstery. 
Apparently it once belonged to 
the Quinlan family, of club trophy 
fame. 
 
Once we’d had our fill of Trevor’s 
marvels, we enjoyed a leisurely 
cruise to the Ohawe beach hall 
for this month’s meeting. 
Members were reminded to book 
their Hamilton accommodation 
for this year’s convention asap, 
while the northern sheriff’s fining 
blitz revealed that quite a few 
members had attended the 
Holden Nationals show. And a 
good thing that is too – we’re all 
car lovers. (A bit of on-site 
sleuthing had revealed the 
programme for their weekend – 
almost exactly the same 
chronological format as the 
annual Mustang convention.) 
The meeting ended with a 
sumptuous afternoon tea 
supplied by the ‘congregation’ - 
well, it was a Sunday. 
 

 

Story Charmaine Scott, 

Photos Keith Robinson 
 

 
 



 

 



All Ford Day 
Nelson 28th July 2019 

 

The Blue car some of the older 
members may know the owners 
(Ray & Gail Spencer) from the 
Canterbury mustang club. 

 

The pic of myself is with Gary Jackson 
who was the big boss of Ford New 
Zealand again a few older members may 
remember him coming to our mustang 
convention in New Plymouth in 1994 
and gave a talk about Ford in general. 

 

 

This was a great turn out of Ford 
cars  today ranging  from the late 20s 
right up to the very latest 
mustang  the show started at 10am 
and went thru until 2pm and luckily 
the weather even though cloudy the 
rain stayed away . 



I was approached by the 
local Nelson mustang 
people to join there club 
and also the Canterbury 
Club have been trying to 
con me into joining 
there club. 

But it’s a no go for me as 
being a Taranaki 
Mustang Club member 
since the beginning that is where my loyalty stays. 

There are an amazing 
amount of new mustangs on 
the road in the south 
island  these days and I have 
found it very hard to see any 
of the older mustangs like 
from 1965 up to the 80s etc. 

I am sure they are around but 
people don't seem to bring 
them out very much never 
mind each to his own as they 
say. 

 

So overall it was a very 
good day and well 
organized by the old ford 
club of Nelson 

 
 

Rae SimpsonRae SimpsonRae SimpsonRae Simpson    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



T I C K F O R D  T R A N S - A M  

M U S T A N G  

 

 
 

50 years ago, Sandown race track 

witnessed the introduction of a 

special Ford Mustang that would 

soon become an icon of 

Australian motorsport. Driven by 

Allan Moffat, the car saw 101 

victories from 151 races, 

amongst scores of qualifying and 

lap records. 

That car became the legendary 

1969 Trans-Am Boss 302 

Mustang or as it became 

colloquially known, the Coca-

Cola Mustang.  

In 1969, Ford’s racing division Kar Kraft delivered the M-Code 302 Boss Mustang to Ford US to be raced in 

the US Trans-Am series. However, with some strong persuasion, one of the seven ’69 Trans-Ams built was 

brought to Australia to be raced in the Touring Car championship by Allan Moffat. The unique combination 

of a state-of-the-art Mustang and the skill of Moffat propelled the ’69 Trans-Am into the history books. 



And today, Tickford 

announce their celebration 

of this unique achievement 

by drawing on their 

engineering-led vehicle 

enhancement program and 

creating the limited edition 

Tickford Trans-Am Mustang 

to celebrate the 50th 

anniversary of the original, 

in association with Allan. 

The Tickford Trans-Am 

Mustang will be offered in 

two variations, the 

Performance Edition and 

Performance Plus Edition, 

both using the naturally 

aspirated V8 with the 

Tickford 400 tune to boost 

power to 400kw in the 

manual version. Based on a 

customer-supplied standard 

Race Red Ford Mustang GT, 

in either auto or manual 

format, Tickford have 

created a truly modern 

interpretation of the ’69 

model with a long list of 

modifications. 

In particular, such ’69 Trans-

Am replica features include 

external decals of the iconic 

partners of the era and rear spoiler. While drawing on the resources of the Tickford Racing team in the 

Virgin Australia Supercars Championship, the Trans-Am receives engineered bespoke parts, such as the 

replica driving lights integrated into the front grille, an under-bonnet chassis strut bar and perhaps the 

most striking detail, development of exact replica 8-spoke 20” Minilite wheels. 

One of the main features of the Performance Plus Edition, aside from the inclusion of a high-performance 

Wilwood 6- and 4-pot brake package, is the opportunity to participate in a number of unique Allan Moffat 

experiences and allow customers to hear first-hand from the man himself via various events and activities 

around the country. 

Strictly limited to a maximum run of 100 vehicles, Tickford is now taking deposits allowing customers to 

choose their own build plate number (2-99) and secure this on a first-come, first-served basis. Production 

of these vehicles will commence in October 2019 and all vehicles will be built at Tickford’s facility in Epping, 

Victoria by the same team who created the Ba thurst ’77 Special in 2017. 

 



TEXAS TO TARANAKI 
 

 
This here’s the 
story of a lucky 

65 fastback. 
 
Lucky because 
it’s had a 
sheltered life in 
Texas and lucky 
because it was 
known in Texas 
by Wayne 
Fabish who 

eventually 
brought it to 
New Zealand. 

 
It was born 
August 22, 1964 

at the San Jose plant and delivered to Los Angeles. The original owner wanted a Poppy Red one and this 
one was Wimbledon White so, back to the plant it went and re-painted! 
The new car was titled to the first owner at the very end of August 64, two months before the official 
announcement of the fastback. He owned it for almost 50 years! 
 
This is a very high spec’d car, power steer, power discs, T-bar auto, air conditioning and much much more. 
The detail of this car is period correct. It’s fascinating looking at various parts of the car which show it to 
be a very early production car. 
 
Can anyone tell me how many Fastbacks were made before December 31, 1964 because I reckon this is 
one of the earliest. 
 
The car is lucky. So are I Jen and I, 
when Kay and Wayne decided to sell it, 
we were very keen to secure this part of 
mustang history. As much as we loved 
the Roush- this is a very special 
Fastback. 
The Roush was bought by some of 
Marcel’s friends from Waiuku - mad 
Mustang fans they have two already 
and a really cool dog who can do high-
fives. 
 
 
As much as we would have liked to 
have kept the car under wraps, it will be driven and very much enjoyed – thanks Wayne and Kay. 
 

MODEL OF THE MONTH 

By By By By Roger TonkinRoger TonkinRoger TonkinRoger Tonkin    



 
V8 Supercars Pukekohe – September 2019 

CASTROL EXPERIENCE 
 
Boyd and I were fortunate enough to be offered Castrol corporate tickets to the recent V8 
Supercars held in Pukekohe. This opportunity came about through Boyd’s work, McCurdy Trucks, 
and their association with Castrol.  This however wasn’t Boyd’s first rodeo, as he had the 
opportunity to attend last year ………without me.  Anyone who knows us well, knows how well 
this was received.  
 
It’s been many years since I attended the Supercars at Pukekohe.  The last time was well before 
the NZ stint of the series was moved to Hamilton, so as a BIG fan, I was super excited about the 

chance to attend ……and finally some redemption for Boyd.    
 
We decided to make a long weekend of it and took four days away.  Friday saw us make the trip 
up with a bit of shopping along the way.  Our accommodation at The Sebel Auckland Viaduct, 
turned out to be the perfect choice.  We had great restaurants/bars downstairs and Britomart for 
the train to Pukekohe was a 10 minute walk down the road.  There was time to relax and enjoy 
our surroundings on the Viaduct with drinks in the sun followed by dinner with good friends.  A 
great way to start the weekend! 
 

Saturday morning was an early start for the 
train.  Not the fastest form of transport with a changeover required, but with the pending 
‘hospitality’ that was going to be on offer it was the best option.  On arriving at the track the 
sound of V8’s was the first thing to hit our ears.  Yay we were here!  We checked out a few of 
the support class cars along the way as we headed for Castrol HQ.  Wow, what a great spot; 
looking down the start/finish line and elevated above all the other ‘poor peasants’ below.  We 
were warmly greeted by the Castrol team, and straight away offered of a tour of the Monster 
Energy garage and opportunity to meet Cam Waters.  YES PLEASE! 



 

What a cool experience to see inside the operations of a huge race meetings like this.  We met 
Cam and had a look around the Monster Mustang, engine start up included. Some photos were 
taken and had a chance run in with Wil Davison; more photos taken.  We checked out some of 
the other team garages, but from a barrier distance, including our favourite, team DJR 
Penske……but sshhh, don’t tell Castrol……a slight conflict of interest.  However, we were flying 

the flag with our Castrol caps on.  
 
Around midday the 
Mustangs on public 
display had the chance to 
hit the track for a couple 
of fun laps.  Marcel 
Burgers and Paul Klenner 
from TMC had their cars 
in the line-up.  Ange Hinz, 
Boyd & I were lucky to be 
able to jump in for 

the ride with 
Marcel.  Cool fun!!  
Mike Busby was 
also there but in 
another car.  In 
true Busby style he 
had charmed the 
driver of the car 
behind for a ride. 
 



Once back at Castrol HQ, Rick Kelly and Greg Murphy 
called in for a visit followed by drinks & lunch.  A nice 
hot meal went down a treat as the wind was getting 
up and the afternoon was becoming very cold.   Our 
‘team’ did not do so well in first race qualifying so it 
was going to be an interesting afternoon.  Following 
lunch we were offered the option to head down for 
a grid walk as the Supercars lined up for race one.  
Up close and personal to the cars and the drivers was 
super awesome!  A few more car and driver pics 
were taken.  Turns out I’m a bit of a Supercars driver 
groupie.  Argh…embarrassing! Show me the way to 
the support group! 
 
With the grid 
cleared, race one 
kicked off.  Not 

such a great race for Kiwi’s Scott McLaughin & Fabian Coultard.  
Holden came in first with the only saving grace it being a Kiwi 
behind the wheel.  Mustang still did itself proud with a 2 podium 
for Cam Waters. 

 
That saw the end of day one of V8 Supercars Pukekohe.  The 
Castrol team however, continued to take great care of us and 
drove us back to our Hotel and took us out for a delicious dinner. 
 
Like day 1, Pukekohe day 2 did not disappoint!  After finding ourselves a delicious breakfast, it 
was off to the train station once again.  When we arrived at Pukekohe the sun was out and the 
wind had died right down, we were in for a cracker day.  The crowd today had significantly 
increased in numbers from the day before, with Red & Blue prominent colours throughout.  But 
it wasn’t your traditional Ford blue and Holden red.  Today was all about the teams.  Red for the 
Shell Mustangs and Blue for the Red Bull Holden’s.   



We took things a little 
easier today and set 
ourselves up at Castrol 
HQ and sat back to 
watch a great day of 
motor racing.  Best 
seats in the house, 
food and refreshments 
at hand, we couldn’t 
have asked for 
anything better.  The 
support class racing 
was exciting especially 
the Central Muscle Car 
group.  It was also 
great to watch Paul 
Radisich drive the 
Collins & Sons Earth 
Moving and Cartage 
Mustang, in the BNT 
V8 class.  Very cool 
and very loud! 
 
Today’s Supercars 
qualifying was a nail 
biter with McLaughlin 
losing control on the 
front straight.   What 
outstanding driving 
skill to pull the car up 
and keep it out of the 
wall! He only managed 
to secure a P4 placing 
in the Top 10 shoot-
out from there but 
thankfully with sharp 
team strategy he came out on top with the win for the day!  Team DJR Penske all the way!...... 
and well, perhaps some poor decision making from a certain Red Bull Holden driver and race 
officials helped to seal the deal. 
 
The completion of the race 2 brought our V8 Super Cars experience to an end.  The Castrol team 
were outstanding!  Feed and watered us well (that’s code for wine & beer) and ensured we made 
it safely back to our Hotel once again.  What a privilege to be able to join them.  
 
Monday morning we headed off for the trek back home.  Tired, satisfied and V8 fix served.  
Definitely a weekend to remember!  

Toni Fabish-Benton 
 



Pukekohe V8 Supercars Sept 2019 
 

When we think of the V8 Supercars, how can we not think of the success of the Mustangs 

this season.  

 

We have been very privileged to have the V8s race in Pukekohe this year, 13 to15 Sept. To 

be there and observe, hear and feel the pure power when the cars shoot past down the 

straight was magic to say the least. 

 

It started on Thursday evening in the 

Pukekohe town centre with an 

autograph session by a number of 

the key drivers. 

I must say I did get a couple of 

posters fully signed up, by all the 

drivers present, very cool. 

 

A number of us 

took our 

mustangs and 

had them part of 

an organised 

display that 

evening beside 

the signing area. 

The following 

day, we had 14 

Mustangs on 

display at the race track close 

to the start grid. The cars 

ranged in years 2017 down to 

1965. 

 

We had a great selection on 

display and the public just 

loved wandering by and 

looking at the new and old 

Mustangs. 

So many people stopped to talk 

to the owners and just loved to 

see and feel them, even to sit 

inside a few. 



Three cars from New Plymouth were there, Neil Hart with his very cool Black 2017 – Shelby 

GT350R, Paul Klenner with his Blue 2014 – Shelby GT500 and Marcel Burger with his lovely 

Red 1960’s fastback. The following day there were around 18 cars on display. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The highlight of the weekend 

though was that all the mustangs on 

display were able to drive around 

the race track. 

Obviously not racing. But under the 

lead of the track safety car they all 

drove 2 laps on Saturday, but only 

managed 1 lap on the Sunday, due 

to Scott McLaughlin skidding off the 

track and taking out a polystyrene 

advertising sign. Luckily it was only that, that 

was damaged. 

Toni and few others from the NP club were 

there and managed to hitch a ride around the 

track, much to their delight. 

Accelerating down the back and home 

straights was magic and you can only imagine 

what it would be like in a race car. 

Great times experienced by all. New friends 

made by all there.  

Much appreciated by all and a big thanks to 

Brett Fruin who made it all possible. 

Looking forward to it all happening again in April 202, if it’s possible? 

 

By Paul Klenner 

 



 

 
 

 
 



Little People’s Toys and Big People’s Toys 
Club run Sunday 7th July 2019 

 

Great weather (for a change this month) and a fantastic turnout of 29 

cars started the day, meeting up at the TSB stadium for navigation 
instructions. 

 

 
 

After a quick 

catch up we 

headed off to 
Huatoki Street 

for a look at 

Warren’s 

impressive toy 

collection, I 
must say it 

brought back a 

few memories 

while 

wandering 
through there. 

Two small 

rooms had 

shelves and 
shelves of cars, 

trucks, planes, trains, cranes, dolls, smurfs, posters, Meccano and tin 

toys and much more – something to fascinate each one of us. 



 
Next, with two more 

arrivals bringing the club’s 

car total to 31, we all 

headed to central New 

Plymouth to see Dean’s 
private collection, and wow 

what a collection it was. 

Among his beasts was an 

Italian De Tomaso Pantera, 
a ‘67 Mustang coupe, A9X 

Torana, E49 Charger, ‘67 

Eleanor Mustang, 

‘69Mustang sportsroof 

running a late model, 
supercharged Falcon engine, and a ‘78 Falcon Cobra, all in mint condition.  

 

These cars are not just there 

to look pretty, they are 

driven! During our visit Dean 
started up a few for our 

listening pleasure and the 

vast majority of us were like 

a moth to a flame, myself 

included. 
 

The shed also included 2 x 

driver simulators and a 

Mustang pool table, which 
no doubt would be a bunch 

of fun, especially after a 

couple beers from the 

awesome bar set-up. 

 
Dean will also be adding a 

further five-bay shed in the 

next few months, so 

hopefully this means 

another visit in the coming 
years, with no doubt a bunch 

more cars to view. 
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The folding-hardtop Mustang convertible 

that never was 

 

 
 

 
In the mid-’60s Ford was on top of the world, still riding high on the Mustang’s 1964 

introduction. In an attempt to keep the model fresh for 1966, Blue Oval top brass tasked 
Ben J. Smith, one of its designers who worked on the  late-’50s Ford Skyliner’s power 
folding roof, to create a retractable hardtop for the Mustang. 
 
Smith delivered a manual, split-roof design based off of a chopped Mustang coupe in early 
1966. Thanks to a torsion-bar system involving two fiberglass panels that fold into the 
trunk, the prototype did not require power operation, saving weight, complication, and cost. 
In fact, lifting or lowering the top required just 11 pounds of force. 
 
Still, Ford pushed for a power version, based on a survey of potential buyers that indicated 
it would sell better. Smith did not approve. The impasse between Ford and Smith 
prevented the project from moving forward, and his time at Ford was over by 1967, at the 
age of 48. Smith attempted to negotiate keeping the original ‘66 retractable hardtop 
conversion that was built as part of his exit from Ford, but the Blue Oval would have none 
of it. Smith researched for many years as to the whereabouts of the original prototype but 
was never successful. 
 
The project never went further than the concept phase, according to Ted Ryan, Ford’s 
archivist. 
  



“It was interesting to look into because there was not a lot of information,” Ryan said. “Most 
of the documentation and archives pick up when a new design reaches the clay model 
phase, but from what I have found this design never got there.” Ryan was intrigued that a 
version of the Mustang, one of the most thoroughly documented Ford models in the 
archive, had something like the retractable hardtop so thinly documented in its history. 
Smith, now 96 years old and still driving himself on road trips all over the country, never 
fully gave up on the hardtop Mustang concept. In 1993 he founded Retractables Unlimited, 
a startup company where he and his son David recreated the original retractable hardtop 
Mustang design and packaged it into kits. Owners could install the kits themselves, or, 
David’s body shop, Car Service Collision in New London, Connecticut, could handle it for 
them. The Smiths sold a total of 35 kits, in addition to three prototypes. 
 

 
 
After selling the 35 kits that had been produced, Smith contacted a vendor in Mexico to 
create another batch of fiberglass tops. Instead, the vendor took the roof moulds, plans, 
and a stack of Smith’s money and disappeared. Smith sold the remaining parts and 
moulds to Mustangs Plus, a Mustang parts supplier located in California. David Smith told 
us that he knew a few kits that were purchased but never installed, meaning if you can get 
a hold of them, there is still the option to build a folding-hardtop pony car of your own. 
The first production kit the Smiths made is owned by Hagerty member John Duley, who 
purchased the car not only sight unseen, but without real knowledge of what it even was. 
“I was at David’s collision shop after I hit a deer. David took a phone call, and in the middle 
of it looked at me and asked if I wanted to buy a retractable hardtop Mustang that was out 
in California,” Duley says. “Of course I said yes.” 
 
 
 



Duley wasn’t familiar with the hardtop convertible Mustangs, but he got a crash course in 
untold pony car history right there, right from the source. It only reinforced his interest in 
buying the oddball Mustang. 
 
Duly’s car had lived its entire life in Salton Sea, California until that point, and the previous 
owner self-installed the conversion kit. Shipping it to the east coast took some time, which 
only heightened the anticipation before Duley took delivery. Upon arrival, the car more 
than lived up to his expectations. 
 
“It was dry as a bone.” John says. “If there was ever an example of rust-free, this is it.” 
Still, the car was in rough shape, and the unique top had seen better days. Duley chose 
to have the car restored at David’s shop. The plan was to take the car down to bare metal 
and restore it with select, light modifications. The velour interior installed by a previous 
owner came out in favour of a correct Pony interior package, and Duley upgraded the 289 
cubic-inch V-8 with a four-barrel carburetor and a mild camshaft. He left the stock 
automatic transmission alone. 
 
 
Fortunately, 
thanks to Ben 
Smith’s 
design, the 
custom 
retractable 
hardtop 
required only 
minimal 
changes to the 
Mustang, so it 
wasn’t an 
obstacle 
during the 
restoration. 
The fiberglass 
trunk lid, top 
and 
mechanism 
are the 
obvious differences from stock, and on the underside of the chassis Smith added two 
braces to reduce flex and cowl shake. Even the side glass remains the same as an un-
modified coupe model. 
 
The restoration was finished in 2007, and since John has enjoyed showing the finished 
Mustang at events around the northeast, bringing home trophies and enjoying the 
compliments he gets. He loves sharing about the history behind it and explaining the story 
behind this uncommon ‘66 Mustang.  The green drop-top is a living example of a what-
could-have-been moment in Ford history. For Duley, though, it’s just his beloved Mustang. 

 



Ultimate Shelby? 
Twin-Turbo GT350 Makes 1,328 RWHP! 

 

If you follow Fathouse Fabrications on any of its social media channels, then you’re probably 
already used to seeing a healthy dose of Mustang content from the boys who “Build Speed Right” 
out of Indiana. It seems like every other day the self-proclaimed “Mustang Twin-Turbo 
Headquarters” is cranking out another quad-digit horsepower-making Shelby GT350 like it’s going 
out of style. 
 
This stunningly blue 2016 Ford Mustang Shelby GT350 is a prime example. The car is owned by 
John Bradley, one of the shop’s customers, and is considered to be one of the “OG’s” of the 
Fathouse Fabrication’s 1200R cars. Bradley’s GT350 helped pave the way for the shop’s 1200R 
package of today, which entails a top-to-bottom twin-turbo makeover for GT350 owners. 
 
His ultra-clean Shelby features all the top-shelf components for GT350s on the market today, and 
you’d be hard pressed to tell from the outside that it makes quad-digit power — more than 1,328 
horsepower and 927 lb-ft of torque at the rear wheels on 23 pounds of boost, to be exact. 
Follow along as Bradley details how a trip to his local car dealership one afternoon in 2016 evolved 
into one of the most powerful Shelby GT350s on the road today built by the Mustang Twin-Turbo 
Headquarters. 
 
Although Bradley owns one of the fastest Shelby GT350s in the nation now, his eye for fast cars 
wasn’t fully developed until after graduating high school. What’s more, he owned a Brand X 
vehicle first! Can you say: “sacrilegious?” (joking, of course.) 
 
“I became interested in cars after graduating from high school in 1993,” he explained. 
“My first performance car was a 1993 Chevrolet Camaro Z28.” 
 
Eventually, Bradley came to his senses and ditched the Camaro. 
“Not long after I had the Z28, I switched to a 1995 Ford Mustang and began modifying it almost 
immediately! This was the first car I had ever owned that was pretty quick,” he detailed. 
“Eventually, we had a 347ci stroker engine that was tuned for race gas, and that Mustang hauled!” 
Bradley owned the car for quite sometime until his first child was born in 2005.  



Coincidentally, he and his wife also started a new business around the same time. Unfortunately, 
as he put it, “the hot rods had to stop” at that time. In 2015, the drought ended, and he purchased 
a 2003 SVT Cobra. Undoubtedly he enjoyed the Cobra for the time being, but one day, fate would 
have it that Bradley would become the owner of an all-new Shelby GT350. 
 
“One day in 2016, I made a visit to my local Ford dealer with the intention of picking up a service 
truck for my business. Being a car enthusiast, curiosity got the best of me, and there it was; I had 
stumbled across the all-new [at the time] 2016 Ford Mustang Shelby GT350. And I said to myself, 
‘I have to have that!'” 
 
“The rest is history,” as they say. 
Certainly the Shelby’s factory-rated 526 horsepower and 429 lb-ft of torque is no slouch out of the 
box. After all, those figures once certified it as the most powerful naturally aspirated Mustang from 
Ford at the time. Eventually, most of us grow tired of stock horsepower levels, though. It is only 
then we must ask ourselves, “what next?” 
 
Bradley found himself asking the same question, to which he was greeted with the right answers. 
“I actually came across Fathouse Fabrications from a recommendation,” he shared. 
“They are a great bunch of guys to work with. The twin-turbo kit they make is top notch, and I 
don’t believe for one minute anyone does it better! We talked about the potential for making big 
power for all sorts of different driving events, something that was extremely important to me. I 
wanted the car to be multifaceted.” 
 
After consulting with the shop’s owner, Ben Stoner, Bradley had a road map to becoming one of 
the most powerful Shelby GT350s on the road. Stoner recommended the shop’s esteemed Shelby 
GT350 1200R Twin-Turbo Package. 
 

 
 
Fathouse Fabrications prides itself on doing things differently, and the results speak for 
themselves. The shop incorporates a “checklist” of sorts whenever a customer’s car is admitted 
for a build. Firstly, the car gets a protective treatment by way of protective film wrapped about the 
entire exterior. And when a customer’s car isn’t in build-mode, it’s safely tucked away under a car 
cover with accompanying seat covers and floor mats. 



“Every 1200R twin-turbo package gets the same high-quality components that we use exclusively 
at Fathouse Fabrications,” said Stoner. 
 
“We’ve hand-picked an array of custom and aftermarket components that we use in our packages. 
Any sort of fabrication necessary, which includes all of the exhaust components, as well as the 
intercooler pieces, is custom fabricated here in-house at our facility making it unique to your 
vehicle.” 
 
Two Turbos Are Better Than One 
The 1200R Twin-Turbo Package includes a built short-block featuring all the forged findings for 
nearly 1,500 rear-wheel horsepower. Naturally, you’ll find upgraded sleeves, a billet oil-pump, and 
a matching billet crank, sprocket gears included. 
During the build process, Bradley opted to ditch the factory transmission in favour of the venerable 
TREMEC T56 Magnum XL six-speed manual transmission with a McLeod Racing RXT 1200 
triple-disc clutch. 
 
“I’ll always prefer to row gears in all my cars, and for what I plan to do with the build, going with a 
Magnum XL just made sense,” Bradley commented. 
“I wanted to keep a manual transmission, but I needed something stronger for the amount of 
power. For me, that’s part of the experience of driving the car; it’s having that feeling of shifting 
through the gears. It’s just something that I have always enjoyed about driving cars; it’s in your 
control, and I like that.” 
 

 
 
2016 Ford Mustang Shelby GT350 Specs 
Powertrain 

 Block: Sleeved stock 5.2-liter Voodoo  
 Crankshaft: Stock forged steel  
 Rods: Forged steel  
 Pistons: Forged aluminium  
 Camshafts: Ford  
 Cylinder Heads: Ford four-valve aluminium, stainless steel valves with custom heavy-duty 

valve springs  
 Intake: Stock GT350 



Fuel System 
 Injector Dynamics’ ID1700 fuel injectors, Fore Innovations triple-pump return-style fuel 

system with Walbro 285 fuel pumps 
Exhaust 

 Fathouse Fabrications hand-built 1 7/8-inch turbo manifolds, full stainless steel custom 3-
inch race exhaust featuring deleted mufflers 

Electronics 
 Engine Management: MoTec M150 ECU package, electronic boost controller 

Ignition 
 Stock Voodoo 

Drivetrain 
 Transmission: TREMEC T56 Magnum XL six-speed manual  
 Clutch: McLeod Racing RXT 1200 triple-disc clutch  
 Axles: G-Force Level 5 half-shafts 

Front Suspension 
 K-member: Factory  
 A-arms: Factory  
 Struts: Factory  
 Springs: BMR  
 Brakes: Factory Brembo with drilled rotors and upgraded pads  
 Wheels: Factory Shelby GT350R  
 Tires: Nitto NT05 20-inch drag radials 

Rear Suspension 
 Shocks: Factory  
 Springs: BMR  
 Lower Control Arms: BMR Anti-Wheel Hop Package  
 Brakes: Factory Brembo with drilled rotors and upgraded pads  
 Wheels: 20-inch Project 6GR  
 Tires: Nitto NT05 20-inch drag radials (and sometimes 20-inch Toyo R888s) 

 
 
Two Turbos Are Better Than One 
 
The 1200R Twin-Turbo Package includes a built 
short-block featuring all the forged findings for 
nearly 1,500 rear-wheel horsepower. Naturally, 
you’ll find upgraded sleeves, a billet oil-pump, and a 
matching billet crank, sprocket gears included. 
During the build process, Bradley opted to ditch the 
factory transmission in favour of the venerable 
TREMEC T56 Magnum XL six-speed manual 
transmission with a McLeod Racing RXT 1200 
triple-disc clutch. 
 
“I’ll always prefer to row gears in all my cars, and for 
what I plan to do with the build, going with a 
Magnum XL just made sense,” Bradley commented. 
“I wanted to keep a manual transmission, but I 
needed something stronger for the amount of 
power. For me, that’s part of the experience of 
driving the car; it’s having that feeling of shifting 
through the gears. It’s just something that I have 
always enjoyed about driving cars; it’s in your 
control, and I like that.    



 
 
This is the most powerful engine management system available for your GT350 and will 
completely change your driving experience.” 
How would you like all this horsepower Wayne???? I thought 412 hp from my Cal Special was a 
lot but wow nearly 1350 hp that's mind boggling!!!!!!!!! 
 

 
 
 
 



�hed Tour �tratford 
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Winter came back to haunt spring this day, 
but that did not deter 15 carloads of 
members from venturing out to Stratford 
for a shed tour and club meeting. 
 
First we were welcomed to Dave and Carl 
Hinton’s sheds out the back of Stratford. 
The air was very chilly (especially for those 
of us coming from tropical New Plymouth) 
but the welcome was very warm and in no 
time we were spread out through three 
sheds of farm machinery, race cars and 
memorabilia. 
 
One shed held a big race-car transporter 
with state-of-the-art graphics on the sides. 
Apparently it started life as a curtain-sided 
truck, but has begun a second career as a 
home away from home for speedway 
weekends.  
 
 

 
 
There were tractors 
galore, from very 
elderly to nearly-new, 
and all, as far as I can 
recall, from the 
factories of Massey 
Ferguson. The first 
shed had a display 
cabinet down the back 
with some rarely-seen 
items, a selection of 
ration books catching 
my eye in particular. 
Not something we are 
likely to ever see 
again, let alone have to 
use. 



 
Shed two also had a truck that was neither 
new nor state-of-the art, but very 
photogenic, especially when someone 
discovered two decoy magpies looking 
through the windows. There were more 
modern tractors in this shed but one 
particularly old tractor jogged a memory 
from Alby. He said that someone tried to sell 
one of these to his father. His father said, “If 
the tractor was stronger than his two horses 
I would buy one”. The battle was on! And 
then, the tractor went back to the agent’s 
headquarters. 
  
Shred three had the serious muscle, so to 
speak, housing Paula’s saloon car and Carl’s 
modified, both with panels off and work 
obviously being done in preparation for the 
new season. 
 
It seemed that the hour and a bit we spent 
there ended quite soon (maybe too busy 
talking to notice the passing of time), so 
with grateful thanks to our hosts, we 
farewelled them and headed off to 
Stratford’s TET stadium (who knew?) for our meeting. What a great venue – good parking, 
a well-priced just-the-right-size meeting room and a café /bar a few steps away. The coffee 
wasn’t bad, either, so I suspect we’ll be returning there one day. 
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Just Crusin 
 

Sometimes a planned shed visit falls through at the last minute. We’ve had a fair 
share of those lately, but this time our Opunake host had a late change of shift 
duty, so we were without purpose. Except that a cruise is in itself a purpose. So 
that is what we did. 
 
Nineteen cars and their people attended a mercifully brief meeting at Stratford’s 
TET stadium – and as previously noted, What a treasure of a venue VP Errol has 
revealed! As sheriff Errol was fined for not having anything to report; members 
were reminded to keep Taranaki anniversary weekend free for a Taupo-based 
adventure, and then we set off across-country.   
 
There are several ways to get from Stratford to Opunake: one is sign-posted but 
narrow and rough in places, another is good road but not signposted and a third 
is ‘the long way round’. I believe that between us we went on at least two of those 
roads, and at one stage there were Mustangs going in two directions on the same 
bit of road. But we all got there, more or less simultaneously. 
 
We had booked into the Arty Tarts café on account of their reputation for speedy 
service and being able to host big groups. Both of those things turned out to be 
true, plus they make a very good custard square! 
 
So, a convivial end to a good day, weather and company-wise. 
 

Charmaine Scott 
    



 
 
 


