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BOP Mustang Owners Club.  October 2019  

From the President’s Desk 

  

Hi Everyone, 

Well back from another amazing trip away. Wendy and I have just returned from two 

weeks in South Africa and a couple of weeks sunning ourselves in the Seycelles. The trip 

was amazing, seeing all the animals in the wild was very special, and our stay at Kapama 

game park was out of this world but added a few inches to the waste line. I did have the 

intention to do a cage dive with the Great White sharks but unfortunately I put my back 

out and was unable to follow through, that’s my story and I am sticking to it.  

Your Club committee is full on in preparations for the All USA Day. Great to be able to 

confirm, and a big thank you to MTF Mount Maunganui as our Gold Sponsor for the 

next three years, Star Insurance as our Silver Sponsor and Mag and Turbo as our Bronze 

Sponsor. Further to that, thanks to club member Paul Stops and his company Building 

Specifics Ltd for their ongoing support. This year Paul’s company will be sponsoring the 

Best Light Commercial Trophy. In our next newsletter we will put in a full list of our 

sponsors.  

The All USA Day is a big deal for the Club and this year its shaping up to be the biggest 

yet, big thanks to Wendy my wife for using her connections in the advertising market to 

hammer out an amazing deal with NZME, this will give us significant radio, and news-

print coverage. As well as having on air competitions, radio announcer Brian Kelly will 

be at the show on the day to host and do more spot give aways. Please circle the date 

on the calendar 17th November, we want you there to show your car, and enjoy a great 

day. As always we will be looking for helpers on the day, carparking, gates etc. 

That’s all from me.  

Cheers Darrell 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2F5vgPWI4D6FM%2Fmaxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D5vgPWI4D6FM&docid=MR6neMPVTncaxM&tbnid=hAsQ-RFtzEJI3M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjdwsTO0bbZAhUMOrwKHTv0DCIQMwh


    

September Club Run to Kulim Park 

Organised by Darrell and Wendy Osbourne 

Photos by Margaret Broadbent 

 

Around 17 cars met up at the usual spot at Tauranga Crossing on a sunny but cold morning.  

 

 

 

 

Once the usual chat and looking at 

cars was done, Darrell had a sur-

prise up his sleeve  before we 

headed out onto the road. 

He had a strategically placed road cone and drivers were required to stop as close as they 

could without touching it. Rising to the challenge, all drivers decided to have a go. The closest 

were only something like 50mm difference and were so close to the cone they only just missed 

touching it. One daring driver was all but touching it and would have been a winner but he de-

cided he could do better—and touched! 

 



 

Watch out for the road cone making a regular appearance in future! 

Out on the road we made our way over to the Mount and convoyed around Pilot Bay and 

then over to the ocean side so the latte crowd could enjoy the spectacle. Traffic and peo-

ple were still at a level where this could be achieved without too many problems. 

Over the Harbour Bridge and onto Kulim Park where Wendy was holding the space for us 

and gazebos and bbqs were all set up and raring to go. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a picnic lunch and a good amount of time spent talking and looking at cars, it was 

time to announce the winners for the day: 

 Best pre 2000— Ray 

 Best post 2000—Bill and Gillian Piper 

 Closest to the cone— Shaun 

 Dipstick—nominated by Wendy—Darrell! While loading the truck with all needed 

for the bbq, he forgot the bbqs! 

 

See over for the  winners’ pics. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That only left the clean up and many hands made light work of that, once they had figured 

out how to collapse the gazebos! 

Thanks for Darrell and Wendy for a great run. 



Travelling in Convoy. 

When travelling in convoy, there are always issues such as dealing with latecomers,  
breakdowns, losing the car in front or behind, etc. These issues are not unique to one 
club at all and recently AMOC published the following guide to travelling in convoy. It is 
published here with permission granted by Ken Smith, the President of AMOC. Many 
thanks, Ken. 

The Art of Travelling in Convoy 
We all like to travel with a Mustang in front and a Mustang in the rear-view mirror, this 
makes for a very enjoyable experience.  With advent of the new Mustangs with superior 
handling, braking and other performance luxuries the art of convoying still requires good 
driver skills for a truly safe experience.  Please be at the start point at least 15 minutes 
before the nominated start for the briefing by the run captain. 

The object of a convoy is to try and stay together despite various challenges on route: 

1. Listen to the run captain carefully before commencing your journey. You generally 
gain an insight as to how the convoy will operate on the day (stops, pace of convoy 
etc) 

2.  Before departing please arrange toilet break, petrol purchases and the like PRIOR 
to departure. It can be disconcerting for the run captain to provide instruction and 
then find people head off in different directions because they have not adequately 
prepared. 

3. In the city at traffic lights there are often 2 lanes for a short distance through the 
lights. The purpose is to get as many vehicles through on each phase. So, in this 
case USE BOTH LANES and when we merge like a ZIP on the other side we are back 
in convoy. All politely staying in the left lane means we merge with other road us-
ers and our convoy is gone as only half the group got through. 

4. Watch the following Mustang in your rear mirror and slow down if they are seen to 
drop back. The car in front of you will do the same and we will stay together – this 
is much easier than trying to chase the car in front.   However, if the car behind is 
not keeping up – continue to follow the car in front.   Do try and keep up without 
the need to exceed the safe performance of your vehicle. 

5. On a longer run stop to regroup and have a chat occasionally. Good social stuff,  
 chance for some photos, and the public love to see a bunch of Mustangs assembled 
 together. 

6. When the group takes off again, keep an eye on your wing mirror and it is best if 
 the last car pulls out first (sort of blocking the traffic) and everyone else pulls out 
 together. Also, the last car has the best view of when a gap is coming – we will still 
 be in convoy formation. 

7. If you are pulling over for a comfort stop or some other personal reason, make sure 
you, or preferably someone on the right side of the car, gives the thumbs up so the 
following cars don’t stop too. 

8.  As a courtesy to other road users and to your group please do not exceed the 
 speed limit or undertake any passing manouvers that could be dangerous to your
 self, your passengers or other road users.  The Auckland Mustang Owners Club has 
 an exemplary record of safe road use over many decades and we must continue to 
 strive for this. 

9. Remember a convoy is about the ride and the destination: it is never a RACE. 

WE HAVE GOT OURSELVES A CONVOY 

 



 

New Members 

 

 Please make yourselves known to the following new members and give them a big wel-

come to the club: 

 Grant Smith and Karen Dyer who are the proud owners of  a 2012 GT. 

 Ian and Cynthia Walker who are enjoying their 2011 GT CS. 

 Gavin Osbourne who is making the most of his 2018  GT.  

 Terry and Rose Comber rocking the classic Mustang with their 1967 Shelby GT350. 

 Steve Miller, another favouring the classic style with his 1965 Fastback. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Convention 25-28 October 2019 

There are a few items to note: 

 If you haven’t made your costume by now, or at least have it under control, please 

ensure it is ready to wear at the Sunday night dinner. If you need help, please con-

tact Brenda  on bfitzpatrick@xtra.co.nz or 021 475759 and she will put you in touch 

with someone who can help. 

 Club shirts are to be worn on Friday night and Monday morning. Our club is now re-

nowned for the impact we make. 

 For those attending for the first time, click here for a brief schedule of the weekend. 

 If you are having your car judged, a cleaning guide, written by Bruce Lewis who is a 

very experienced judge is available here. 

 Because Convention is being held in Hamilton this year, we haven’t made any plans 

for an arranged trip over. However, if you are leaving on Friday morning, let’s meet 

at the usual carpark at Tauranga Crossing for a 10am departure. 

 

 

nzmustang.com/Conventions/Conv2019/Convention.htm
http://nzmustang.com/TechData/DetailingGuide/Mustang%20detailing%20guide%20by%20AMOC.pdf
http://nzmustang.com/Conventions/Conv2019/Convention.htm


 

Upcoming Club Events 

 
20 October: A run is being put together  probably involving a shed raid and a cafe  
   lunch. As this is so close to Convention, please feel free to bring your daily 
   driver. It would be a shame to have to clean the car again! More details to 
   follow. 

25-28 October: Convention—please see previous item for more information. 

 

17 November: This is our All USA Day. As Darrell mentioned in his report, the committee 
   are working hard to bring all of this together and it is promising to be just 
as    good as previous events, if not bigger! We will be asking shortly for volun
   teers on the day to help with the mountain of tasks that need to be done. 
   Please mark this date in your calendar and be on hand to make the day 
   run smoothly. 

 

December:  Date still to be determined, but we will be having our usual Christmas 
   event. 

 

February:  This will be a Rotorua based run and promises to be a lot of fun with some 
   good opportunities to let the Pony stretch its legs! Safety notice: Of  
   course the Club recommends that members follow road rules at all times! 

 

 

Upcoming Other Events 
5 October:  B&H 500 and 100 Endurance Race, Pukekohe Park Raceway 

6 October:  Auckland Car Club Summer Series round 2, Pukekohe Park Raceway 

11 October: Retro America Friday Night Cruise. Retro America, 43 Portside Rd, Mt 
   Maunganui from 5.30pm, cruise leaves 7pm 

19 October: NZ Rally Championship, Waitomo Rally, Hamilton 

 

23 February 2020: 

   Papamoa Lions Club are holding a fundraising event on this day and have 
   asked us to help out with a display of cars. 15 year old Bella Martin was 
   born with an extremely rare chromosome disorder—so rare it doesn’t 
   even have a name. It carrries with it a raft of associated health issues in-
   cluding sensory processing disorder, autism, epilepsy, and congenital  
   heart and kidney problems. She is non-verbal and spends most of her time 
   in a wheelchair or using a walker. The Lions Club are raising $20,000 which 
   is just her required contribution towards the cost of her assistance dog. 
   Bella now has her dog, but the Lions need help raising the money and that 
   is where we come in. For now, please diary this date as we would like to 
   have a good Mustang presence at their fundraising day to help draw the 
   people in. 

   There will be more information closer to the date. 



 

Lee Iocacca 
As Lee Iocacca is so closely associated with the development of the Mustang, we take a 
look at his life and what he has achieved. Because of our love of the Marque, he has 
played a part in all of our lives. 

 
QUICK FACTS 

NAME   Lee Iacocca 

BIRTH DATE  October 15, 1924 

DEATH DATE July 2, 2019 

EDUCATION  Lehigh University 

PLACE OF BIRTH Allentown, Pennsylvania 

PLACE OF DEATH Bel Air, California 

 

Synopsis 

Born in Pennsylvania in 1924, Lee Iacocca joined the Ford Motor Company in 1946. He 
rose rapidly, becoming president of Ford in 1970. Though Henry Ford II fired Iacocca in 
1978, he was soon hired by the nearly bankrupt Chrysler Corporation. Within a few years 
Chrysler was showing record profits, and Iacocca was a national celebrity. He left Chrysler 
in 1992 but returned for an ad campaign in 2005. 

Early Life 

Lido Anthony Iacocca, generally known as Lee Iacocca, was born to Italian immigrants 
Nicola and Antonietta in Allentown, Pennsylvania, on October 15, 1924. Iacocca suffered 
a serious bout of rheumatic fever as a child, and as a result he was found medically unfit 
for military service in World War II. During the war, he attended Lehigh University as an 
undergraduate. He then received a master's degree in engineering from Princeton Uni-
versity. 

"I was raised to give back. I was born to immigrant parents and was fortunate to become 
successful at an early age." - Lee Iacocca 

Climbing the Ranks at Ford 

Iacocca's engineering degree landed him a job at the Ford Motor Company in 1946. He 
soon left engineering for sales, where he excelled, then worked in product development. 
Iacocca also moved up the ranks at Ford, becoming a vice president and general manager 
of the Ford division by 1960. One of Iacocca’s accomplishments was helping to bring the 
iconic Mustang—an affordable, stylish sports car—to the market in 1964. 

American auto executive Lee Iacocca became a national celebrity for steering the Chrys-

ler Corporation away from bankruptcy toward record profits in the 1980s. 

https://www.biography.com/people/henry-ford-9298747


 

In 1970, Iacocca became Ford's president. However, the straight-talking Iacocca clashed 
with Henry Ford II, scion of the Ford family and chairman of the auto company. The tense 
relationship between the two led to Ford firing Iacocca in 1978. 

Chrysler Leader 

A few months after leaving Ford, Iacocca was hired to head the Chrysler Corporation, 
which was then in such financial distress that it was in danger of bankruptcy. Under 
Iacocca's leadership, Chrysler received $1.5 billion in federal loan guarantees; at the time, 
it was the largest amount of government assistance that a private company had ever re-
ceived. This gave Iacocca the breathing room he needed to revamp and streamline opera-
tions. 

During Iacocca’s tenure, the popular minivan was added to the Chrysler vehicle lineup. 
Iacocca also served as a spokesman in television ads, promising anyone who test drove a 
Chrysler $50 if they ended up buying a similar car from a competitor. The company edged 
into profitability in 1981 and repaid its government loans in 1983, years ahead of sched-
ule. In 1984, Chrysler made more than $2.4 billion, a record for the corporation. 

Iacocca's success in turning Chrysler around made him a national celebrity. President 
Ronald Reagan asked him to help coordinate fundraising efforts for the restoration of Ellis 
Island and the Statue of Liberty. Two books written by Iacocca, his 1984 autobiogra-
phy Iacocca and Talking Straight (1988), became best-sellers. He even made an appear-
ance on the popular 1980s TV show Miami Vice. 

Life After Chrysler 

Iacocca retired from Chrysler in 1992. He was then able to devote more time to 
the Iacocca Family Foundation, a charity that supports diabetes research (Iacocca's first 
wife, Mary, suffered from diabetes and died from complications related to the disease).  

"Philanthropy is now a big part of my life, with the Iacocca Foundation funding cutting-
edge research to find a cure for diabetes." - Lee Iacocca 
Iacocca also worked with Kirk Kerkorian on an attempted hostile takeover of Chrysler in 
the mid-1990s. Despite the thwarted takeover attempt, Iacocca resumed his role as a 
Chrysler pitchman in 2005, appearing in ads with Jason Alexander and Snoop Dogg. 
Iacocca's compensation for the commercials was sent to his foundation. He remained a 
booster for the U.S. car industry, though his frustration with both public and private lead-
ership was the subject of his third book, Where Have All the Leaders Gone? (2007). 

After losing his first wife in 1983, Iacocca married Peggy Johnson from 1986 to 1987. He 
had another short-lived marriage to Darrien Earle from 1991 to 1994. In his later years, he 
enjoyed spending time with his two daughters, Kathryn and Lia, from his first marriage 
and his grandchildren.     

Taken from https://www.biography.com/business-figure/lee-iacocca  

 

https://www.biography.com/people/ronald-reagan-9453198
https://www.biography.com/people/ronald-reagan-9453198
http://www.iacoccafoundation.org/
https://www.biography.com/people/snoop-dogg-197052
https://www.biography.com/business-figure/lee-iacocca


And just because there is room! 

 

 


