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BOP Mustang Owners Club.  May 2018  

Presidents Report 

 

Welcome to the new club year.  Thank you to all of those that made effort to come 

along to the AGM a couple of weeks ago,  it is great to see a good number of new club 

members attending the meeting and taking the opportunity to get involved.    

Like most years we have had a number of changes in the club management team, this 

year about half have stood down from the committee making way for a new         

members.  Thank you to all outgoing committee for your help and support over the 

last 12 months.     

 

I would also like to welcome all our new and returning committee members and I look 

forward to working with you all over the next year.        

 

President / Editor     David Thomson  

Vice president     Darryl Osborne 

Secretary / Facebook Admin  Vanessa Thomson 

Treasurer / Clothing Coordinator Julie Flett 

Run Coordinator     Trevor Iremonger 

 

Committee, 

Pauline Atkinson 

Brenda Fitzpatrick 

Dave Flett 

Lynn Iremonger 

Wendy Osborne 

Paul Stops 

 

Welcome to all new members that have joined us since the last newsletter, 

John and Peggy   Red 1967 Coupe &  Red 07 GT California Special  

Glenn & Beryl  Black 1968 Fastback & Blue 05 GT 

Teeny & Karen  Grey 2017 V8 GT & Orange 2018 V8 10 speed GT 

Stephen & Paula  Black 2018 GT V8 

Viv & Tony   Calypso Coral 1965 GT  

 

Lastly thank you to Paul and Andrea for providing this month’s Club member profile.    

 

Happy Cruising. 

 

David Thomson 

President 

 

Extreme Automotive  Parts  

2 Korimiko St Tauranga  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2F5vgPWI4D6FM%2Fmaxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D5vgPWI4D6FM&docid=MR6neMPVTncaxM&tbnid=hAsQ-RFtzEJI3M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjdwsTO0bbZAhUMOrwKHTv0DCIQMwh


 

April Run Report 

 

 

 

 

 

Not only was the April run a short prelude to the Annual General Meeting but it 

was also the chance for attending club members to celebrate National Mustang 

Day.  12 Cars assembled at BP The Lakes in preparation for the cruise to the  

Tauranga Citizens Club where another 5 Mustangs and their owners were         

already congregated.  Once all of the attending members were parked in the 

Citizens Club carpark certainly looked a great sight with gleaming Mustangs 

lined up in rows.    

In celebration of National 

Mustang Day the BOP       

Mustang Owners Club         

supplied commemorative 

sticker to acknowledge        

participation in a club event.  

The AGM meeting was underway     upstairs at the Tauranga Citizens Club from 

11.00am.  Treasurer and     Presidents 

reports provided an overview of the 

clubs financial position and     highlights 

and review of the previous 12 months.  

We were also provided with an update 

from Grant Robb about 2021 Convention 

progress, it is pleasing to hear that we 

are progressing well and on track with 

preparations expected at this stage.    

Nominations were called for positions, 

officers and committee with a quite few 

positions up for grabs.  Thanks to those 

that were  re-appointed or  newly          

appointed. Once general business          

discussions were completed the meeting 

was closed and most adjourned to the 

Citz Club bar for lunch.   



 

Classics at Ohope  
Saturday 7 April started out a beautiful Autumn day with clear sky and little 
wind, the perfect weather for a car show.  Although Classics at Ohope was not 
an official club run we had a great turnout of club cars meeting in several spots 
enroute  to the Ohope Top 10 Holiday Park, the venue of what is proposed to be 
an annual event.   

The bulk of club members assembled at the Whitehouse Café  just outside of 
Whakatane taking advantage of the opportunity to grab a coffee before        
convoying over the hill and down into Ohope and along the peninsula to the show 
venue.  The group of Mustangs slowly winding their way down the paved laneway 
made for awesome sight and sound.  The camp ground had been vacated prior to 
the show so all of the car entrants could be lined up along the camp ground      
access road  in the spaces normally used for tents or caravans.  The BOP  club 
was well represented with 19 club cars attending the day.  

The gates were opened to car exhibitors from 10am,  a steady stream of classic 
Fords and the odd Chevy steadily filed until just before the general public  
started to stream in to take in the splendour of 120 or so classic cars of all 
styles.   

 

It was great to meet new 
members  Sharlene and   
Robert who cruised all the 
way from Wairoa to join in on 
the day in their 2007 427R 
Roush.    

 

       

Buddy and Judy enjoying a relaxing picnic lunch.. 



 

Ocean Ford and Ohope Top 
10 did a great job of 
prov id ing  add it iona l                
entertainment and food 
stalls making for a relaxing 
and enjoyable day at the 
beach.  A great day with 
the added bonus of a BOP  
Mustang Club car picking 
up the  car prize,   peoples 
choice award.    

The day also had an added    
bonus of a 15 or so Retro    
Caravans taking over the 
bulk of one end of the camp 
ground. The Caravans     
certainly attracted their 
fair share of attention with 
some  magnificent examples 
of retro cool.  

Peoples Choice Winner  

Stephen from Ocean Ford with his 2018 GT. Welcome to the Club Stephen.   

Peoples Choice Winner 

Congratulations 

Ocean Ford and 

Ohope Top 10 for 

a great day at the 

beach 



 

Introducing Paul and Andrea  

My interest in Mustangs started in 1982 whilst serving my apprenticeship as a          

Panelbeater in Feilding. I worked on several great cars, including restoration work on a 

‘68 GTA Fastback and a ‘67 GT350.  

In 1990 I bought my first Mustang; a 1970 302 Coupe. The car was sold 5 years later 

and replaced with a ’65 A code 289 Fastback in dire need of a major restoration. 

The fastback was restored over a 5 year period. Whilst living in Feilding, I was a    

member of the Manawatu      

Mustang Owners club, including a    

period as President.  

There was always a Mustang or 

two in my  garage, either my own 

or someone else’s.  I did a lot of 

repair and restoration work for 

club members. 

During the restoration of the Fastback, I moved to Tauranga in 1997. The restoration 

was finally completed and I joined the BOP Mustang Owners Club shortly after. I have 

been a member off and on since 98/99. 

My ‘65 was eventually sold and was replaced a few years  later with a 1968 J code 302 

Fastback. Following the sale of the ‘68, I had a six year period with no Mustang       

ownership until late 2016 when I was fortunate enough to fulfil a bucket list ambition 

and purchase our current Mustang which is a 2010 Shelby GT 500. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andrea and I use the 

Shelby as much as 

we can and both feel 

privileged to be a 

part of the BOP   

Mustang Club. 

 



 

April Run report  

Anzac Tri Club Run  

Sunday morning didn’t start well as far as the weather was concerned.  After plenty of 

rain overnight and constant rain the through Sunday for the BOP meant a few  club 

members made the call not to attend the day.   

A handful of brave club members made the lengthy trek up to the South Western     

corner of Auckland in Waiuku to meet up with both Waikato and Auckland Mustang 

Clubs for the Annual Tri Club Run.  Bizarrely the weather in Auckland was fine which 

made for a pleasant stroll through the cars on display as part of Steel & Wheels, a car 

show that dominates the main street of the Waiuku township.   

This year the run was hosted by AMOC.  The objective for the day was as always to 

compete for the Tri Club challenge trophy.    The event was held at the Waiuku          

Cosmopolitan Club,  where Pool, Darts and a Trivia quiz would decide who took home 

the trophy.   

Teams were decided, teams of three needed for Darts and the Quiz along with two 

“Pool Sharks”.  Points were awarded for event 5 for 1st, 3 for 2nd and 1 for 3rd.  The 

BOP club got off to a strong start in the darts but faded to 3rd place.   



 

After taking out wins in both the 

Darts and Quiz sections AMOC  were 

the eventual overall winners retaining 

the trophy for another year.            

Congratulations AMOC!   

The Quiz team feared one place better putting up a great effort in answering the bulk 

of the general knowledge questions.  The pool team after losing the first match came 

back strongly to take out the next game to go on to win the Grand Final.      



 

Subs are now due 

The start of the new club year also makes annual subs due now.                                     

Annual subscriptions  remain at $50  for a family membership.    

Payment can be made to: 

Direct Credit- BNZ Bank Mt Maunganui Branch   02 0372 0186053 00 

Or by posting a cheque to : The Secretary 
      BOP Mustang Owners Club 
      208  Tauranga Direct Rd  
      RD6  Rotorua 

 

Do you have any club gear ? 

The Club owned gear is on the move,  we have had a kind offer to store club 

equipment  in one place.  If you have any club equipment stored at your place  

send  an email to bopmustangclub@gmail.com  so we can make arrangements 

for it to be stowed in the new site.     

Recognise this Car? 

Look out for the story of this impressive build  in next months newsletter! 

New Clothing Co-ordinator  

Julie Flett has taken over the Clothing Co-ordinator role.  Orders  for 

clothing, badges and car sashes can now be placed by emailing: 

   julie.parkyn@yahoo.co.nz    or by phoning 021 779 064   



 

   

Upcoming Club Runs  
Sunday 20 May  

May’s run is a cruise to Kati Kati to visit two sheds, one  a Military collection 
and also a  private car collection.  Meet at BP The Lakes at 10.15am for a 10.30      
departure.  KatiKati members are welcome to join in the run from the main 
road opposite the KatiKati Countdown Supermarket from approximately 
11.00am.    At the conclusion of the shed tours we will move on to The Black 
Sheep for a  Café lunch.   

 

June    

The June run is a  Mid Winter Christmas lunch and a Quiz . Look out for more 
information in Facebook and next months newsletter. 

 

Future events  

Any help with or suggestions for club runs is welcomed.  If you have a good idea 
for a club run, contact the club run coordinator Trevor  021 227 4337 

 

 

 

 

Did you know? 

Not only does Swann Insurance support All USA Day and supply prizes for the 

Annual Drift Kart run but they also offer great club member discounts and       

donate a portion of all insurance policies  taken out by BOP Club members back 

to our Club.   Thank You Swann for all your tremendous support during the year.  

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like a photo of your car displayed on the BOP Mustang Owners 

Club page of www.nzmustang.com email a good quality digital image and a              

description of your car to bopmustangclub@gmail.com       



 

39th National Mustang Convention (Napier) 

19th - 22nd October 2018 (Labour Weekend)  

Keep an eye on the NZ Mustang website Manawatu club page for            

registration details which will be opened up in the month or so.   

Accommodation options Manawatu Mustang Owners Club have given us are: 

Te Pania - 06 833 7733  tepania@scenichotels.co.nz  or 

Quality Inn Napier - 06 835 3237 reservations@qualityinnnapier.co.nz.  We 

have been made aware that parking could be an issue at the Quality Inn as 

there are only 35 car parks available for the 50 rooms they have.  There is 

on street parking available outside the hotel complex. 

There are plenty of other accommodation options along the Marine Parade 

if neither of these options are suitable. 

For all our new members, convention is always held over Labour weekend 

consisting of: 

Friday- meet, greet and registration 

Saturday - Show day 

Sunday - Cruise and Awards evening 

Monday - Convention wrap-up.   

 What’s happening elsewhere 
May 6 Breakfast with the Cars,  Drivers motorsport Bar, 11th Ave Plaza,       

Tauranga 8.00am—11.00am. 

Eastern BOP Classic Car Breakfast,  Red Barn Bakery & Café,  237 
Thornton Rd Whakatane,  8.00am—10.30am 

Mitre10 Columbus Café Rotorua Breakfast,  Columbus Coffee Café 1542 
Amohau St Rotorua 9.00am—11.00am   

May 25 Drivers Bar Cruise Night,  11th Ave Plaza, Tauranga, from 6.30pm  

May 31 Hamilton Cock & Bull Classic Car Cruise In,  Cock & Bull Maui St  Te Rapa,  
Hamilton from 5.00pm  

July 21 to 

22 

CRC Speed Show 2018,      

The 12th edition of CRC Speedshow takes place over the weekend 
21st and 22nd of July 2018. It will be a spectacular celebration showcasing 
the finest, fastest and coolest new cars, race cars, classics cars, motor 
sport celebrities, wild hot rods, muscle cars and custom creations from 
around New Zealand and the world.  

ASB Showgrounds 217 Greenlane West Greenlane  Auckland.   Show open 
9am – 5pm.  

mailto:tepania@scenichotels.co.nz
mailto:reservations@qualityinnnapier.co.nz


 

 

 

Kia ora. My name is Te Taka and the following is my experience of attending the Land 

Speed NZ event at Reporoa on the 8th of April 2018. 

Background & Motivation 

Although I was brought up on a farm I would not consider myself a petrol head. My 

wife Ari is similar, she has a background driving, but isn’t an avid motor sports           

enthusiast. That changed somewhat in 2016 when Ari and I had the opportunity to buy 

a Ford Mustang. 

We purchased a 2017 model, it has a 5.0 litre V8 Coyote motor, with 435 horsepower 

and it has an automatic transmission. It is painted Ruby Red and while it has some    

exterior upgrades (mufflers, spoiler, tinted windows, number plate) the motor is        

unmodified. We joined the   local Mustang Owners Club and met a whole lot of good 

people who are Mustang enthusiasts.  

When we brought the car we decided we were going to drive it as much as we could. It 

is our only car, so we pretty much have to anyway. We have taken it around the South 

Island and most weekends we are driving it somewhere in the North Island. With all 

the travelling that we have done we have always wondered, how fast can our Muzzie 

really go? It is difficult, and illegal, to test this out on the motorways in the Waikato. 

Both Ari and I have reached around 200kms on the track in Taupō, but have then had 

to brake for the corner at the end of the straight. So how fast can our Muzzie really 

go? 

 

Ever wondered how fast your car could go? 



 

Arrival on the day 

We had to get up early, to leave at 5am to get to Goudies Road by 7:00am. I had been 

pretty much nervous about this event for the week leading up to it. And the nerve  

level only heightened when we got there.  It was great to meet the race organisers, 

register and hear all the safety arrangements at the briefing. A really nice bunch of 

guys running a professional event, with safety the prime concern, and then having a 

hell of a lot of fun the 2nd criteria.  

There were around 30 vehicles there, broken into two groups, each group consisting 

of 2/3s bikes and 1/3 cars. Most of the other riders/drivers appeared well versed at 

this, and knew what they were doing. To say that I was a novice at this would be an 

understatement. My racing equipment consisted of a new pair of welding overalls 

Run One 

There were butterflies in my stomach and my heart was racing on arrival to the venue 

and this only intensified as our group were called for our first run. I was vehicle 6 of 

about 15 and I saw my hand shaking a little as we starting lining up to exit the pit area. 

The pit area was just a place in a paddock where everyone had parked, unloaded, and 

set up their gears. Following the others in my group to the start point I had absolutely 

no idea on what I was in for. But I thought, oh well, I am here now, I might as well give 

it a good shake. 

Each run consisted of two drives, one from South to North and the other from North 

to South. Pre-race advice was to not go over 200km/h on the first pass and not go 

over 250km/h on the 2nd pass. This was to give you an opportunity to test out the 

road. Never having raced or driven in any speed event before I thought this was 

sound advice so attempted to follow it.  

I watched the first car, and 4 bikes go in front of me then I was motioned up to the 

start line. I remember thinking, ‘Jesus, it’s all on now!’  I put the Muzzie in Sports 

Mode, I got the all clear, and put my foot down, but a little too heavily as there was 

some wheel spin. So I eased off a bit then sped up to 100km/h, 150km/h and then 

200km/h. With all the excitement everything was feeling good, so as I got to the     

timing section I put my foot down a little more and raced through the timing section 

at around 215kms. I was surprised in the run as I did have to hold the car on the road 

more than I had expected to. It wasn’t simply a matter of pointing the steering wheel 

and putting the foot down, you do have to hold the car on the road too.  



 

Part of this was due to the road, although very straight with little contour it was a 

country road with some very minor undulations. It wasn’t as smooth as some of the 

motorways or race tracks that I have previously travelled (somewhat) fast on. 

When I got to the end of the timing area I took my foot off the accelerator and let the 

car reduce speed without braking.  I noted that the car slowed down, on its own with 

still about 1.5 km of braking road left. So certainly no need to use brakes when     

coming down from 200+kms. At the end of the run the marshals showed me where to 

pull up, beside the other vehicles, while we waited for the rest of the drivers in our 

group to complete their run. Walter, who had ridden just before me, came up to me 

and asked me how it went.  

I am not sure if I gave a sensible answer, I was still freaking a little bit. I did notice at 

the time that there was a great camaraderie amongst the other ‘need for speed 

freaks’.   

On the 2nd pass I decided to hit 250km/h. I got a clean start, no wheel spin, ramping it 

up to 200km/h, then I put my foot to the floor. I held on tight to the steering wheel 

and concentrated on keeping the car in the middle of the road. I took a momentarily 

glance, with my eyes only, at the speed on the radar detector and it said 242. But 

when I glanced back to the middle of the road that momentary shift of focus, at that 

speed, scared the heebie-jeebies out of me! Again, another pre-race advice was to 

focus on the road in the far distance; by checking out your speedos you are not doing 

this, and for a novice like me that makes it more dangerous. I instantly resolved not to 

look at my dials while going full tit again. As I sped along I used peripheral vision to 

note when I had gone past the start time marker and stop time marker. In my           

peripheral vision I saw a bunch of people and cars to my right, I figured it was the pit 

area, so removed my foot from the accelerator and started to reduce speed. Then I 

came up to another bunch of people and cars to my right, this was the real pit area, 

the other area was the timing area, I had reduced speed too soon. Dammit!  

At the end of the run I talked to some of the other guys and some had made a similar 

error, beginning too slow down too early. When travelling at those speeds it is      

difficult to tell where the timing area starts and stops. I resolved on my next run to go 

faster for longer. Still what a rush.  My heart rate was ridiculously high and remained 

that way all the way back to the pit area.    [2nd official time:  234.44km/h] 



 

Run Two 

After a break we were back on again. We got the call and then our group were back 

off to line up again. I was determined this time not to slow down too early. The      

marshal motioned me to my take my turn at the starting position, I moved forward 

and put the car into Sports Mode, he got the all clear, he signalled me to go and I was 

off. The car sped up until around 200km/h, I waited until I got to the 2km sign, then 

put my foot to the floor as hard as I could and held on tight. I was holding on to the 

steering wheel so tight, then I remembered some advice I had once been given to not 

hold a steering too tight and tried my best to relax my grip. Thanks goodness for the 

cycle gloves! I barely noticed the start and stop timing signs and just held the speed as 

best I could until I noticed the 2km (braking) sign. The 1km and 2km speed up and 

slow down signs were larger and much easier to spot in peripheral vision, so I decided 

to use them instead. I eased off the accelerator and the car began to slow down, and 

the tenseness in my body started to calm a bit. When I got to the end of the run, I 

parked up and stepped out of the car to shake down my limbs a bit.  

The adrenalin was coursing through my body!   [3rd official time:  251.87km/h] 

On the second pass of this run I was determined to do a similar thing. Hold the pedal 
down right through from the 2km mark, pass the timing marks and continue pass the 
crowd in the pit area. I was aware that by slowing up so early on the previous North-
South pass the Muzzie had gone past the people relatively slowly and I wanted to put 
on a better show for those watching and for Ari. So, get the call to line up, put the 
Muzzie in Sports Mode and wait for the signal. When given the thumbs up, ramp up 
to speed quite quickly, see the 2km sign and floor it.  Then try the best to hold the car 
on the road, adjust if it starts to slightly head off with the some of the minor bumps, 
keep the accelerator foot down hard, keep looking in the distance, past the timing  
signals, past the first crowd, past the second crowd, see the 2km sign and foot off the 
pedal. Because I went so far on this run I had to brake lightly but just around the 
150km/h and then again at the 50km/h.  I wanted to make sure I was going really 
slowly past the finish into the waiting area. I parked up and got out. I noticed a hint of 
a burning smell coming from my tyres, so I felt them but they weren’t excessively hot.  

I hopped back in the car and checked all the temperatures, and gauges including the 
tyre pressures.    



 

Everything was normal, the Muzzie hadn’t even raised a sweat.  [4th official time:  

251.23km/h] 

When all our group had finished our run we drove back to the pit area. I was still so 
amped that I had to drink a can of Red Bull to calm me down! There was a bit of a 
break while group 1 were having their 3rd run which gave me a chance to watch some 
of them zinging by and check some of the times out. The speeds that the bikes were 
doing and some of the other cars was just ridiculous, +300km/h, +350 km/h!  

Run Three 

While I was lining up for the first pass of Run Three I happened to be speaking to   

Walter again. He suggested a few adjustments to the Muzzie to see if we could get 

more speed out of her. So I switched off the radio (it was turned low anyway) and 

turned off the air conditioner. We also put the mirrors in, to help reduce drag. Then at 

the line up again, get the signal, ramp up to 200km/h wait for the 2km sign, put the 

foot down hard, and hold it and the car in line until we get to the other 2km sign. 

Then ease off, and tense off a little bit as you can feel the adrenalin flowing through 

the body. Park up at the other end, try and calm down, have a chat to the other guys 

while waiting for everyone to finish and then get ready to do it again. 

[5th official time:  251.92km/h] 

The Muzzie has a Sports Mode that you can activate through the gear lever and       

another that you can activate from the panel switches. I have never found out the 

difference between the two. But in this run I decided that I was going to activate them 

both. So as I lined up for the next run, I switched them both on. I got the signal, accel-

erated up to speed, saw the 2km sign flash past, put the accelerator hard to the floor, 

looked in the distance, held the car on line, kept the accelerator hard down until I 

went past both sets of people, saw the 2km sign then removed my foot from the     

accelerator again.      [6th official time:  251.33km/h] 

I noticed in this run I started to get a bit jaded. I had a couple of late nights leading up 

to this and then a really early morning wake up to get to Reporoa on time meant 

there was a chance for me to be getting tired. As I was hammering it at the end of the 

run I noticed my eyes starting to strain a little for the first time and I had to specifically 

concentrate on staying focussed.  As our group arrived back at the pits, we were 

offered one more run for a single pass of the course. Because I was starting to get   

fatigued I decided not to, better to play it safe. And besides I had set out what I want-

ed to do. I had found out how fast I could go in our Muzzie. 



 

When I got to the pit area Ari asked me if I had used the paddles? I felt a little bit   

stupid when she asked me this. Using the paddles in Sports Mode pretty much turns 

the automatic into a manual. Clearly being able to red line the gears a bit more would 

have meant a faster speed. When I am driving the Muzzie normally and I suddenly 

want to drive aggressively a flick into Sports Mode has always supplied ample enough 

power. So much so that I call it Angry Mode. Consequently I have never needed to 

use the paddles and have only tried them out a couple of times. I guess, in               

Epilogue  

So what have I learnt? I have answered the question, how fast can our Muzzie go? Or 

perhaps better how fast can I drive our Mussie? It is was surprisingly consistent at 

251km/h, this is over 156mph, which to be fair is moving! The changes I made in the 

last couple of runs had no effect on the top end speed. But is that really the fastest? 

If I practised using the paddles and then had another go, could I make her go even 

faster? This is a new question that has arisen. I would like to try and answer this  

question at the next Land Speed NZ event, however I will not be able to. Ari wants to 

be the driver at  the next event! So it is going to have be the event after that where I 

will see if by using the paddles I can make our Muzzie go more than 251km/h. 

Another thing I have noticed is that I feel like I am a different person, from having 

driven that fast. This is hard to explain but something I guess the other speed freaks 

are well aware of. I look at speed, and high speed a whole lot different now. I am   

certain it has made me a better driver, I know that I certainly don’t have anything to 

prove on the roads now. 

He Mihi 

A big thanks to John Seccombe and Mike Wilkens who accepted our submission to 

this event at late notice, and who have organised and run a life changing event! A big 

thank you too to all the officials, time keepers, track support crew and local          

community who made this event possible. A special thanks also to Steve Knowles and 

his family for capturing and supplying these photographs, and to Craig Dawson for his 

photograph. 


