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BOP Mustang Owners Club   July 2018  

Presidents Report 

 

Hi everyone and welcome to August.   

We know the year is galloping on when we start talking about and the serious 
planning for National Convention and All USA Day.   

I am very pleased to announce that again Extreme Automotive Parts Distributors 
is the lead event sponsor for extreme Automotive All USA Day.  The Extreme 
Automotive team have been a major part of our day for the past 7 years and 
have always been a very supportive event partner providing all of the judged 
category prizes and attending the day with a trade stand.  Look out for Cameron, 
Dave and their team in the Extreme stand on the day and pop in to say hello. 

I am also to announce that our chosen charity this year is Habitat for Humanity.  

Habitat for Humanity New Zealand is a not-for-profit organisation that works in 
partnership with people of goodwill and families in housing need, to eliminate 
sub-standard housing.   Families who receive a hand up from Habitat agree to 
work in partnership with Habitat for Humanity. Sweat equity is the investment a 
family makes in their future. Families invest a minimum of 500 hours of their 
time to build their own home or another Habitat home for others in their     
communities.  Help such as volunteer labour, donated or discounted building 
materials and reduced loans help to keep a house affordable. Once the home is 
completed the family makes affordable regular repayments to Habitat at a no 
profit basis.  BOP Mustang Club’s donation will go towards housing a Tauranga 
family.  

Welcome to our new members; 

Brian and Belinda,  1971 Boss replica   Black and Silver 

Kevin and Robyn,  1966 Coupe    Green  

John and Sandy,  09 Gt Premium Coupe  White  

 

Lastly thank you John for your contribution to this months newsletter.  

 

Happy Cruising, 

 

David Thomson  
President 

 

Extreme Automotive  Parts  

2 Korimiko St Tauranga  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2F5vgPWI4D6FM%2Fmaxresdefault.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D5vgPWI4D6FM&docid=MR6neMPVTncaxM&tbnid=hAsQ-RFtzEJI3M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjdwsTO0bbZAhUMOrwKHTv0DCIQMwh


 

July Run Report 

 

In what seems to be tradition Sunday 15 July started out as a cold, bleak over-

cast day for the Club outing to Drift Kartz in Rotorua.  A total of  18 mustangs  

assembled at the Drift Kartz venue for a series of heats that decided the final 

raced off by six skilled and highly competitive drifters.    

The heats were certainly entertaining to watch with a few sin bin cautions   

handed out for ambitious passing attempts resulting heavy contact. Thankfully 

this time the offenders just suffered some a telling off, some vigorous finger 

pointing and sitting out a lap or two, no red cards this time but a Dipstick trophy 

winner was found.       

The final was dominated by Alyssa and Grant, with Alyssa leading from the early 

laps.  When Grant made a last valiant effort to gain the lead, spinning out into 

the tyre wall 2nd place was handed to Geoff.  Overall winner   

Alyssa Ashe 

2nd, also first Male  

Geoff  Church 

Petrol Voucher                 

Grant Robb 

VTNZ WOF Voucher        

Dave & Julie  

Best Presented                

David & Vanessa  

Swann Insurance Spot Prizes :        

Geoff and Ross 
  
   



 

July Run Report 

 



 

Buddy and Judy enjoying a relaxing picnic lunch.. 

Club Member Profile 

Introducing John  

John joined the BOP Mustang Club six years ago, having turned 80 at the end of 
July is likely to be the oldest active member in the club. In addition to this he 
was likely to have been the youngest Mustang owner of all members as he            
purchased his first Mustang at the age of 27 and given this purchase was in 1966 
he is also odds on favourite to be the first club member to own a Mustang.   
John owned two Mustangs between 1966 and 1979, a 65 convertible and a 68 
coupe  

John gives a recount of some of his adventures in his Mustang   

 

MUSTANG MEMORIES  

The All Ford Day at Blake Park March 2012 was my lucky day!  There I saw Ray 
Hayward’s distinctive green and gold ‘67 notchback which was for 
sale.       Temptation, as well as an overwhelming dose of nostalgia, won out and 
once again I became the owner of a Mustang following a gap of 33 years. 
  

Way back in February 1966, some four months after arriving in Toronto, Canada 
from Scotland, I purchased my first Mustang – a ‘65 white convertible with red 
interior, initially put on the road in September of that year, with only 4,000 miles 
on the odometer by the original owner.  Quite a step up from the Mini I had 
owned in the UK.  First big trip in the car was to the Winter Carnival in Quebec 
City within a week of ownership – five of us packed in for the 550 mile drive 
each way.  And cold it was too, particularly on the return leg, mostly in the dark.  



 

Temperatures were down to the minus high teens Celsius and it was windy, so 
cold that the heater couldn’t keep the car warm enough as the fabric top let so 
much of that heat escape.   We did recover, and by the end of August I had    
driven 12,000 miles in the car exploring the provinces of Ontario and Quebec 
plus the north-eastern states of the U.S.  
 
September 1, on my own, I set out on a memorable journey.  Three months of 
driving around North America lay ahead.  From Toronto I took the Trans-Canada 
Highway north-west around Lakes Huron and Superior (the final stretch of    high-
way around Lake Superior had only been sealed the year before) to Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, then across the Prairies to Regina and Saskatoon in Saskatchewan, 
continuing west to Edmonton, Alberta, and on to the most northerly point of my 
journey – way up the gravel McKenzie Highway to the township of Hay River at 
61 degrees North, on the southern shores of Great Slave Lake in the Northern 
Territories . The fall colours on the tree foliage were stunning.  

Returning down the highway, I drove through the Rockies to Vancouver, then 
over to Vancouver Island, the most westerly part of my trip.  From there I     
headed south, to San Francisco and Los Angeles.  Then I drove east to the most 
memorable part of my trip – Zion National Park, Bryce Canyon and the Grand 
Canyon in Utah and Arizona – dramatic wonders of the World not to be missed if 
you are ever nearby.   Back in a southerly direction and after five days of driving 
through impoverished north-west Mexico I reached Mexico City where the car 
protested at the lack of oxygen some 7,000 feet and more above sea                 
level.  Otherwise no problems for the car or me in Mexico, apart from            
Montezuma's  revenge!   Acapulco, at 17 degrees North, was the most southerly 
point of my trip.  Back in to the U.S. at Laredo, Texas, then across the Gulf states 
to Florida and the Keys, north along the Appalachian Mountains to New York and 
in to   Canada to visit friends in Montreal before returning to Toronto after     
having  driven 18,000 miles in 91 days. 

Now this is real nostalgia.......Total cost of my 3-month trip – car, accommodation, 
meals, entrance fees and other was Cdn. $1,112.40.  Some examples were:  
gas as low as 27.7 cents per U.S. gallon, overnights YMCA in Canada at $2.50, 
cooked breakfast including grits and coffee in the U.S. including taxes for 52 
cents, full day entrance to Disneyland including a book of tickets for the rides for 
$4.50, Las Vegas show at the then newly opened,  although recently demolished 
Stardust Hotel to see Mitzi Gaynor - only $8.65 including 2 alcoholic drinks. 

In March 1968 I sold the convertible upon the         
purchase of a brand new ‘68 notchback, burgundy 
with a black   interior which I kept as my every-day, 
latterly commuter-to-the-train-station car for 11 
years, selling it in tired condition for $300 in        
January 1979 to a young guy who was keen to 
bring it back to an active life.   
So after the gap of 33 years it feels really good to 
be back in a fabulous classic Mustang and to be a 
member of such an active and friendly club, thanks 
Ray. John 



 

   

Upcoming Club Runs  
 19 August  

Ten Pin Bowling 

Tauranga members to meet at BP the Lakes by 10.00 am for a cruise to Motion 
Entertainment in Rotorua. Ten Pin Bowling is followed by a Café  lunch in the Ro-
torua City centre.  Bowling starts at 11.00am $15 per bowler 

RSVP to bopmustangclub@gmail.com  by Wednesday 15 August 

 

16 September 

Private car collection 
A cruise to Cambridge to visit a private car collection set in a 60’s  
diner themed shed.  More details to come next month  

 

Early October  

To Be Confirmed — Visit a workshop for a guided tour and a look at cars being 
worked on. The workshop specializes in Hot Rods and American Muscle and big 
horse power engine builds     

 

19-22 October 

39th National Mustang Convention.  Registrations are now open for Convention. 
Get in quick as spaces are limited.   

Nothing like starting them young! 



 

 What’s happening elsewhere 
August 3 

to 5 

Chrome at Hampton Downs Raceway 

Chrome Expression Session is your chance to cruise with your mates 
around Hampton Downs Raceway in a controlled, safe environment. With 
a lot of different sessions throughout the weekend, we give you the 
chance to let loose on the track to do all the things you aren't allowed to 
do out on the roads. Chrome is open to anyone in any sort of vehicle. No 
WOF or Reg required, however you will need a minimum Restricted     

License. Chrome Expression Session will go a head, rain or shine!   

https://www.chromenz.co.nz/entrants/driver-entry 

 

 

5 August  Te Aroha Breakfast. 

Valley Cruisers Car club Paeroa/Te Aroha is hosting a monthly breakfast at  
Van’s Bakehouse, Whitaker St Te Aroha between 9.00am and 10.30am. 
The first one is on Sunday August 5 and will take place on the first Sunday 
of every month after that.  

For more info contact Viv Leonard 027533 4328  

26 August BOP Vintage Car Club Annual Daffodil Rally.  

 

The Vintage Car Club of NZ is holding its annual nationwide fundraising 
event for the Cancer Society.  Join us for an afternoon rally as a fundraiser 
for the Cancer Society, all makes and models of cars are invited, not just 
vintage cars. Each car will be charged $10 entry fee which will be donat-
ed. Meet at the clubrooms 29 Cliff Rd Tauranga for a 1.00pm start. The 
Daffodil Rally will around two to three hours duration including afternoon 
tea.  For more info contact Ken Frew  kenanddiane@xtra.co.nz 

       

2 Sept Fathers Day Drags  

 

Take Dad somewhere special this Father’s day, the NZ Petrolhead Fathers 
Day Drags at Meremere Dragway on Sunday September 2. Gates open at 
7.00am.  Qualifying is from 10.00am. Gate entry is $20 children under 12 
free. The rain date is September 16.  The meeting is hosted by the     
American Muscle Car Club. Racer info can be found at 
WWW.musclecar.co.nz     



 

Mustang II Concept (1963) 

Part 2 of a 3 part series.   

The Ford Mustang I concept car was too successful. The mid-engine two-seat sports 
car was the subject of gushing magazine reviews, and Ford Motor Company received 
letters begging for its production. Yet, even as the Mustang I made its debut at the 
Watkins Glen Grand Prix in October 1962, Ford had already decided that Mustang 
would be a Falcon-based four-seater. In the interim, it needed a link between the    
Mustang I and the upcoming production car.  

The Mustang II show car was built using a pre-production Mustang body with a         
customized nose and tail. Front fenders came to a point, an echo of the Mustang I’s 
bevelled nose, but a rectangular grille hinted at the cars to come in showrooms.   A 
white paint job with blue stripes down the centre also mimicked the original. The      
pre-production Mustang was a coupe, but again to evoke the open Mustang I, the roof 
was cut off and replaced by a removable hardtop. Other Mustang I elements, such as 
bullet-shaped mirrors and prominent exhaust tips, were also incorporated  into the 
Mustang II.  

The interior teased the production-Mustang look with a twin-bulge dash top but other-
wise was much more stylized. A row of round gauges harked back to the Mustang I and 
also predicted a later five-dial GT instrument cluster.   



 

The Mustang II was introduced the day before the 1963 Watkins Glen Grand Prix. At 
the press conference, Ford Division General Manager Lee Iacocca said, “The Mustang II 
is one in a series of recent idea or show cars Ford Division and Ford Motor Company 
have built to test public reaction to styling and functional innovations.” Iacocca wasn’t 
completely truthful—the production Mustang, due to launch in spring 1964, was       
already pretty much buttoned down. There wasn’t much that public reaction could 
change. What the Mustang II did do was prepare the public for a Mustang that wasn’t 
a two-seat sports car, and build interest leading up to its launch. Ford was gambling a 
huge amount of money on Mustang, so building a show car that would soon be dis-
placed by the real thing wasn’t that extravagant.   

Sometime after performing show 

duties, the Mustang II was loaded on 

a truck to be destroyed. Fortunately, 

some Ford engineers spotted it and 

rescued it from the crusher to be 

used as a test “mule.” Ford donated 

the car to the Detroit Historical     

Society in 1975. Along the way it had   

acquired a dent and a woodgrain 

steering wheel. The original V-8    

engine was either replaced or gained Cobra valve covers and dual Holley carburettors. 

According to Tracy Irwin, director of exhibitions and collections at the historical           

society’s museum, the Mustang II will remain as original as possible, with the           

modifications and patina kept intact as part of the car’s history. 

 

Next month:  

Mustang III Concept  

“The Shorty Mustang”  


